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INTRODUCING ZIKR MINAL KITABI WA SUNNAH

In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. PerfR=Eace and
Blessings be upon Muhammad (SAW), the Messenger, the Model, altngisvi
household, like Ibrahim (AS) and his family.

Dear Members of my family and whoever Allah wills.

| undertook to discover this compilation personally from the Qur'an ahdeh
Bukhari collection of Hadith for myself.

| was inclined to this, given my understanding of the environmeMASIBATI

am living in, against the belief and acceptance of the purpose afreayion,
being to SERVE ALLAH and to realize so only through total submissicall
matters He an®asulhave decided on — SHARI'AH. Since this is Not negotiable,
at least a strategic first step is necessary.

The key characteristics of this living and bubbling contradictoryrenment are
four, emanating from what Allah has provided for our use or aboiseufselves.
The first is KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH. And the bearers ofstlare
scholars. The Qur'an and the SunnaliRatulare the final references. In Nigeria,
we are faced with a situation where the observable impressibatithe TRUTH
is either not knowable, is not known or is deliberately being avoidés.are
therefore faced with DIFFERENT Organizations and even OalesSects. The
leaders present a confusing or contradictory guidance to the deakalimatu
Shahada This has led to structures with frightening implications. Sornetian
leader calls other names. The lines of PROHIBITIONS have beecianded.
When you ASK, what makes a difference that is declared prohibitive&y not
be backed up by either express ruling or a logical deduction frakthen it is by
deduction, there is the insistent refusal to invite or draw thetiaite of the
defined wrong, by the one who is right. The followers are usdteablocks of
struggle AS IF THE TRUTH CANNOT BE ESTABLISHED.

Most serious of this unfortunate challenge is the fixation or dmmss of the
Ummahby the scholars in our guidance on day-to-day matters thaubject to
historical transformation. Some are therefore focused on pbiniEaests, some

on protection of traditions of the area and some are either orotieirconstantly

in opposition or striving to create a new following. Thus, our relationsitip w
Christians is doubly shameful. In one respect, we see them as a threat amee they s
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us as a threat. In another respect, we IGNORE OR LOSE thgsstf common
belongingness between us. At the end of the day, because the weey sa
challenges characterize the Christendom, non-scholars are sobjbet risk of
swimming in a gamble of seeking and striving to be righteous.

The second shred of our risky environment is our leadership. It ogieal
consequence in life that, those who have nothing do not just have nothing to lose
but are vulnerable to accepting ANYTHING because they have ale $or
evaluation. In Nigeria, since we believers have failed SEEMMNER TRALISM

can easily take root WITHOUT OUR CARING OVER THE SCORHK
NEUTRALITY. Thus, our democracy is both pleasant and bitter. lteseus as
much as it destroys us. We are ashamed or afraid of being aycoliBilievers

in the God of Abraham because we are fighting to be eit@ériatian or Muslim
country THAT IS NEITHER FEASIBLE BECAUSE OF OUR AVOIDANCEFRO

THE TRUTH THAT CAN UNITE US, separately or collectively.

The third shred of our environmental challenge is the python of INTEREST in our
economic wellbeing. The scope of victims both in the formal and irdlosectors

is constantly expanding. The concern here is the individual. No one slievds

will answer for another. How can you live, provide food, drink, shelter,
employment, knowledge, transport, etc. for yourself without crgsiBA? And
when you do, how do you qualify as a non-beneficiary or a non-abettor?

And there is the CRASHING Marriage and Family institutionit Isot alarming
enough that any child brought into this world outside wedlock, for those who
believe, cannot be denied basic rights? And democracy ENSURE3rihithese

not growing in number? Are they the standard for membership o¥beieeven
though they cannot be denied? What Blessings can we not be subjected to
redefine where such a product becomes our leader? This is the xomple
implication that our history breeds.

However, a believer must not despair. A believer must not lo$mpd. Allah is
COMPASSIONATE, FORGIVING AND ABLE. Indeed, it is theunnah of
believers that, while there is nothing we can do about REGRESSIG@e tfull
gualification for the end of this world Allah will enable those whdCGX TO
HIS GUIDANCE to continue to succeed. Accordingly, the best statusur
tradition is to ENFORCE what is right according to our status el of
responsibility. This is because every one of us is a Shepard. fTbedtatus is to
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counsel by advice, recommendation, suggestion or invitation. This is beoaus
our affair, there is NO COMPULSION in joining or following. Andetlgood
status is that of distancing oneself or dissociation, where nethiére higher
levels can be practiced.

Because it has to be for the sake of Allah, the support of Alladisrssnstantly
be sought. Indeed it must be the foundation. And because Allah is all kn@aiing
surrounding, and all-encompassing, | have resorted to the Qur'an and.Hauit
capsule of this booklet discovered Praises, Invocations that WILL BAincere
believer OUT, FOR THE GOOD IN THIS WORLD, THE GOOD INHE
HEREAFTER AND SAFETY FROM THE FIRE. And of necessary a&gmtion
and gratitude is asking for Peace and Blessings to be conferredilwaurivhad
(SAW).

For Him (alone) is prayer in Truth. (Q 13:14)

To Allah (SWT) is the total and absolute right or sole entiti@nte whatsoever
plea that is right or correct, to be directed to or to be entrusted by anyrerdait
especially a believer. This unique status and competence la A8 NOT
SHARED BY ANYONE AND ANYTHING. It will therefore amount ot
misdirection, abnormality and an abomination, to believe and to acteto th
contrary. This is a Guidance for enabling believers to constimals on, look up

to Allah, as the right connection and solution for their initial anchgimg needs,
wants, fancies. On our own, we cannot really provide anything foselmes
without provision, help and guidance. He has for instance provided the air we
breathe freely. We pollute it. We certify one of us to be in rdeakygen as a
solution, but we still lose more of them. The truth here is thabtiggn of our
needs, wants and fancies lies not with us. And the proof is that no tofawur
seeming efforts makes us responsible for the real or total tengge regardless

of how fanciful it may appear. Why then should we not focus, diregbleas and
commitment to Allah? Only an Ignorant and a Fool will do so. And whoever
shares this right with another creature, like Satan, his agentsrcenary is a lost
fool, after this knowledge and guidance has reached him. This is vakasrman
inconsistent believer who calls on Allah along with another creatare
HYPOCRITE and worse. This is the basis Rasul(SAW) guiding that we ask
Allah (SWT) FOR EVERYTHING that is not prohibited. There is NONG big

or small to ask for, because we really have no capacity FfofTAHING. And a



believer is with HE that creates out of nothing. Moreover, whatexeecan ask
for relates to what He has already really provided or decreedWe cannot
meaningfully ask for what will not give life or death because amnot even
know such a thing. Whatever can possibly be considered must either add to
subtract between these. Anyone who DOES NOT relate with BllagS NOT
AFFECT OR CHANGE what is true and the entitlement of Allah.

If there were a Qur'an with which mountains were moved, or the
earth were cloven asunder, or the dead were made to speak, (this
would be the one!) But, truly, the command is with God in all
things! (Q 13:31)

This is an assurance or further affirmation of the connectiorl ¢fiiags to the
truth, the unity of Allah that is unique and absolute. The powerful mindaof m
cannot wish outside or beyond itself and environment — whethep&at gr evil.
And the process cannot be beyond physical definition, which is&swy. What
can be greater than uprooting or moving a mountain, or restructuriregities
crust? What can be more profound than making a dead man re-live® This
educate believers that magic and sorcery are false, evilrsadisfactory. Make
believe is not the same with reality. Are we not making enornebigsts to
reclaim land from the sea? Are we not making a lot of effarthecking desert
encroachment? Have we no technology and equipment for relocating hDauses?
we not clone? Do we not crossbreed? But are we satisfied@e\ret battling
with flood? Are we not in fear of earthquakes? But we had Prophsa NAS)
having the Nile part way for him and to Israelites crossifgly and closing up
on his Pharaoh along with his followers. We had Isa (AS) raidwegdead.
Muhammad (SAW) split the moon. A believer will see and understhad t
difference between these subtle incidences connected to Allatuey finished
and satisfactory, against the efforts of man with pains and nisfiastion. Even
the foods we eat today have been exposed to technological efforteissf m
production but at a growing cost of poisoning. We are intelligently renvtiaus
about fertilizers, pesticides and breeding our birds and animi@lconcoctions.
We are losing our health to our hand creations. The subject of envintaime
pollution, climate warming, detoxification and vaccination are now énsibeed
lane. Dafts hang on over population. But believers are to keep te fonisafety
and prosperity. Allah who provides rain, nutritional soil and vegetationrégrs,
plants and animals has not ceased to do so. Are we not blind to the ckawba
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our helping Him or ourselves? Are we not going organic? Have aderany law

to execute any extremist with the idea and practices oficaiti meat or
genetically modified products? This is our emptiness in the dhdree, easy and
convenient provisions and openings. Those who believe are free to make utmost
efforts for the well-being of mankind WITHIN THE MORAL BINDARIES

OR LIMITS OF ALLAH. The rest is the business of Allah andisléully aware

and able to do as He pleases. The instrument of a manual foraexeayl efforts
cannot reach Allah without His Guidance. This is the Qur'an. Angkditation is

the stepping stone. Contemplating on its content is the next step. Then the
compliance of a believer will earn the guidance, acceptance asdirys of
Allah. No incantations can do this, without the shortcomings of evil lfislse
restrictiveness and more.

It is Allah alone Who is able and connecting or using His Guahce is the
only means of giving or attaining comfortable safety and prosperityor all.

This is for those who believe. Those who have sense. Thoseegi of
understanding.

It is not fittingfor a man that God should speak to him except by
inspiration,or from behind a veilpr by the sending of a
Messengeto reveal, with God’s permission, what God wills: for
He is Most High, Most Wise. (Q 42:51)

Allahu Akbar! How simple! Allah is verily most high. Can mamagine
constructing a cage for pigeons or a zoo for keeping wildlife aaking or
finding it fitting to also reside in there? This is undoubtedly lowly for the nhan, t
constructor. How then can Allah who created space and placed us ipat;t mé
it? Moreover, unlike the constructor who necessarily shares g bethe very
same space, Allah originated the space from nothing. Allah caefdhemot be
ordinarily reached. Not within our space. Not with the facilities of se&iearing,
smelling, touching, etc. And Prophet Musa (AS) establishment thibebsgpecial
grace of Allah. He sought to see him, tempted by the special fafduaring
Him. But the reflection of His Light upon a rock dazed the sightlofa (AS).
He fell and submitted as first among those who submit. This eliféer of
discretion is consistent with the special favour to be bestowed onwhaswill
attain salvation, to see Him, as easy, comfortably and saselye look upon the
full moon, but for a pleasure beyond the pleasures of Jannah. This isebelgaus



does whatsoever He pleases. It is then logical to appreciate, tandead be
satisfied with His chosen levels or forms of relating withlaspiration is one.
Like Isa spoke in the cradle. Like the mother replied to the questisheare she
got fresh fruits supplied in a different season. From behind asvaiiother, like
Angel Jibril (AS) interacted with Maryam (RA), in bearing [#€5). This is why
when Jibril (AS) visitedRasulin the form of a man, a traveller without trace of
traveling on him and askedasul questions, the witnesses were surprised that
wheneverRasulanswered the questions he affirmed them. This is because it is
unusual for a respectful questioner to relate with the teachleatimmianner. Then
the Prophet (SAW) explained that, it was Jibril (AS) who camtedch them the
religion. And so is the convenience of having a fellow human being, Mubhdmm
(SAW) receiving revelations and conveying the Message ohAtamankind.
How then can a believer deny Allah, the Angels, the Prophatessengers of
the past, the scriptures revealed in the past, the Heavens, JannahadgHaay

of Judgement, when Muhammad (SAW) reported these and the accompanying
guidance to us? Like Umar (RA) witnessed the visit of Jibriherconfirmation

of the explanation of Muhammad (SAW) about caravans returning toaylatter
reporting hislsra’ andMi’raj, to Meccans, what excuse of intelligent connection
have we lost? Whatxcusehas mankind for not appreciating, understanding,
submitting to Allah and glorifying Him? Is thus, the incomparabighHess and
Wisdom of Allah not evidentlynique to Him?

Should He not know, He that create®® He is the One that
understands the finest mysteries (and) is well-acquaintedh (wit
them). (Q 67:14)

There is the simple, common knowledge we all have and inescapablyapopul
the relationship between products and our evaluation. You see accavhan
comes to mind is, the make and the model. If it falls within whadlieady
known, it is easy to rate it. For instance, if you travel byl roaearly nineties, to
the south-eastern Nigeria, you will appreciate the wide knowl|edgperience
and rating of vehicles like Volvo, Mercedes and Opel. In the laeties, if you
dare north-eastern roads, you will appreciate the choice of Toyatkest The
same applies to the phones we use. It is a simple and ngcessaection
between a product and the producer. In drugs and supplements, brands@se not |
sight of. Indeed to monitor control of quality, whole institutions likeRIDAC,
SON, etc. are in place. Even with ourselves, when intelligentaltared people
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decide to choose marriage partners, the background of the parmefscaitical
interest. But what happens when it comes to the earth crust, vegetae sky,
the flowing air and indeed ourselves? Why are we daft, turn ignarahtio not
care about the originator — superior to the producers of a vehiclehel
production of a car, is one person actually responsible for what becemniésd

for road use? The raw materials, the mechanical parts, tbeicde parts, the
fluids, etc. have different sources, even if assembled in a viditgre there no
departments in the production? But in the end, the product bears aaméjst
identity. In the case of Allah (SWT) He originates fraothing. Is there no
unimaginable difference between cloning a man, transplant of organsafotom
survive, surgery, etc. and giving birth to a man? How far and efédgthave we
made any fundamental difference in helping, confronting or escapimgdlling

ill, aging and death?What of the sky in perfect suspension, the sun, moon, stars,
the revolution and the benefits we derive from them? Is the origiakér of the
sources engaged in production comparable with the ‘player who produces or
advances by organization or chance? A believer needs not and mussenot |
loosen his sense. Therenig basis for comparing origination with production

or the production of man with that of Allah. It is like foolishly comparing the
marriage of a Japanese to a baby doll against the marriagebeliever to a
woman. Or is it fitting to compare a swimming pool to a rivétereforen
respect of every and all thinggloes Allah not come first and beyond every and
all, regarding things and knowledge of them?

(Such has been) the practice (approved) of God already in the
past: no change wilt thou find in the practice (approved) of God.
(Q 48:23)

The nature or character of the right relationship between AllatHandreatures

and especially the favoured or chosen believeronsistent. The unique and
oneness of Allah is the origin or source of reality and truth. Se@kidgeturning

to Him consciously, voluntarily and with utmost commitment is theress and
definition of submission to Him. This path of submitting, as He ptase
todirect or hasdirectedis what isalways right. For that reason, there is no
difference between the Prophet asking for rain and they etay downpour
leading to flood and asking that the township is saved and it moves to the
outskirts,except as Allah choosesThere is no difference between the tablets
given to Musa (AS), the Taurat, the Injil, the Qurawept as Allah
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choosesThere is no difference between success in the physical teathas
ordered and getting killed in litecause the survivors are rewarded with the
spoils and the others attain martyrdom.There is no difference between
restricting the Prophet (SAW) to having nine wives and beliewdiautr, because

it is His decision.There is no difference between raising the status of Muhammad
(SAW) and his community above all others that came edikequse the
discretion is His.So we pray for good and Hpants immediately or
substitutes it with another or with safety or applies itto our progeny or
reserves it for the hereafter, but never denyingBetween us, we can grant a
favour or really refuse. Indeed we can obstruagglat reaching someone who is
entitled. Do we not produce the same or different makes and noidéls same
vehicle? Do we not do more with our coverings, dresses, underwearefwdtis
not one hairdo right for one and not right for another? Is that notame s
difference between us and Allah? His are unique even in véeeguse they are
all right and ours are various and both right and wrong? As a,rédlah does
notchange in His status and rightand our right cannot be independent of His
without undoing ourselves. This is because Haeoislike anyone of us or
anything and has no associat&/hen a king demonstrated to Ibrahim (AS) that
he gives life and death by ordering some prisoners to be fregdothers
executed, it was shallow and insufficient to compare. Did he bréagheriginal
souls into the prisoners? He was also ignorant that only Allals tdkeand not
without the swift and timely veil of the angel of death, just like king and the
executioner appeared in playing the roles. It could have beedeatar an
ailment. But the king could not even attempt any foolishness when h&ldas
that Allah is the one who raises the sun in the east and sethe west. Himself,
Ibrahim (AS), the accompanying unbelievers were all witreessdhe absolute
truth. This is what is meant mpo matter how much unbelievers and hypocrites
deny the truth, the truth remains the truth.

And enough is God for a witness. (Q 4:79)

This is absolutely so, without any doubt whatsoever. Is Allah not idjleelstt, the
All-Knowing, the All-Aware and Wise? He created us, sustaindas,provided
us with guidance, is watcher over us and our affairs. It is ogligal and sensible
that those who believenow and be satisfied with submission to HimThose
who deny Him or are in doubt or associate Him with other thargson their
own. With Him, they are wrong. And because He has decided on ldetrée
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before returning to Him that is inevitable, the Judgement is tblibe based on
His Guidance and how well we have followed it. The final goal ofle\me is
Jannah, which belongs to Allah. How and why will the guidance or witokess
anyother be relevant or compete with this? And it is sufficient for aebel that
Allah is strict in taking accounts. Man has a mind and thinks. Marm el for
discretion. Man has the capacity to set out by intention to pursaet out. Man
has the ability to attempt, that can lead to realization iburéa Thus man can
decline, hesitate or dissociate, even if invited, tempted or forced. Alati
(SWT) has taken care of all levels. He has provided guidamakstinct from
straying for all. If you think of and intend good, He rewards. isievil, He
doesn’t before actual commitment. Indeed if you decline, He dsw#rgood is
actually committed He rewards in grades from ten to thousands ahdutv
measure. If it is evil, it is one according to weight. And if yoe forced by
circumstance, He has provided a way out. You are either givesstacted
permission, like eating or drinking what is forbidden or you are séeoed the
sin, like a careless partner getting infected with a diseatstde matrimony and
infecting the partner. Then, who and what can compare to Allah for ssibmito
whom a believer will rely on as a sufficient witness and support?

But enough is thy Lord to guide and to h€lp.25:31)

Then why and how will these absolute attributes of Allah be ddmyednyone
that is sensible and thoughtful? The Unity or peculiar oneness of Allah necessarily
rhymes with the best Guidance and Help, being the only Lord efdhds. With
human producers, is the manual for the use of a product not of basic ladip to
users? For example, the use of computers with installed softmadewill users
not get the programmed benefit or possibly lose it? But again, atm the
hardware and software not be improved upon or misused for other bemefgs?
is why we have the variation of advanced ones and hackers? dissait
applicable experience or challenges with all developments &y is1 a trait

of imperfection. This isnot applicable to Allah. No improvements can be made
by the deaf, blind, dumb, still and ignorant creature to whatever ¢haéuce of all
creatures puts in place. Unlike Allah, the trained techniciares fompducer or the
untrained can indeed turn innovative and compete or even beat theddster

of a product. But has organ transplant equalled the original statdeof
beneficiary? So did Allah guide Musa (AS) to leave Egypt withisheelites and
helped them to cross the Nile. So did Allah guide Muhammad (SAWetJihad
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of Badr with less than four hundred believers against thousands ofawelel
and helped them to victory. This is because all affairs belmiglah, since they
really originate from Him and inevitably return to Him. Those whieke and
sincerely submit, have the assurance of sudoesediately, later or in the

end.

If ye would count up the favours of God, never would ye be able to
number them: for God is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (Q 16:18)

In the pattern approved by Allah, the favours aitbout exception but with
discrimination, according to His pleasure. Allah created man and favours him
with the status and role of being His vicegerent on earth, in ifeisn His
Guidance. This is the most comprehensive first definition of His grant. With t
senses of man, his intellect, the exertion of his capacitidseirrtvironment of
more than basic facilities, the possibilities are uncountablehdiitexception,
mankind has space, air, the canopy of the sky, a firm earth, sedseeather,
sunlight, night time, rivers, oceans, streams, springs, vegetatioralaramland,
animals in water, animals flying, resources underneath #nth end water,
mountains, the moon, the stars, etc. The second level is the pemispiroduce
values through the processes of the relationship between man and the
environmental provisions. We have generated enormous material and non-
material cultural facilities for ourselves through time. Thewgh in the amount

and quality of these, in the forms of knowledge, goods and services are
instructive. By Infrastructure, we can appreciate the statusoamd of societies

and civilizations across time. Typical evidences are the mr&sgypt and Israel
against the archaeological revelations that are still unfoldihg. tiird level is

that Allah chose and guided prophets from among us as His light for our
livelihood. He topped this with Messengers. Some of them were wnfitiges,
correlating with the growth and development of languages and litevéb
literature. And the finished package came with the Quran and the ISwina
Muhammad (SAW). Every and all men &ree to optimize the benefits they can
make out of these scopes of provisions. But gy is found or related

to compliance with His Guidance as the right disciplineThose who therefore

limit themselves to the exclusion of His Guidance can have sgayood life and
fulfilment. However it is short, insufficient and false in redatito the grace of
Allah. Whatever will be achieved or experienced will be arélad costs of time,

ill health, negative crisis or challenges, aging and deatBut the greatest cost is
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the consequence of inescapable resurrection, Judgement and eternal. hosting
Hence those who choose to submit and comply stand for the grant okHigsn
and salvation. But Allah is not blind of the beginning and end of eaedyall
things and affairs. He has created fire andJannah as servants with needs. He
will in Justicefill each up by full hosting. The unbelievers will be served to the
Fire and the believers will be admitted into Jannah. And becausediwy of
Allah is above His anger, the Fire will be stepped on, to edoateacancies in it
for those entitled to eternal damnation. In the case of Jannah,willatreate a
new creation to fill up the vacancies. And for the safety of wlioeares, he has
forgiveness for his mistakes and rewards for compliance to géatifannah by
the weight of his goodly deeds. He has up to the time of higdeath to do this.
Those who avoid the risk and foolishness of waiting till the lasthbtbat cannot

be known and limited to when the sun rises in the west, will be ingelligent.
And Allah knows those who will refuse or be unable, to qualify forRine. The
living favour is that, those who strive in His Guidance will finceasy. In the
course, whoever does not belong by not ending up with succestirwill
back before the end. Examples will be apostasy and suicide. Then whtble of
favours of Allah does any reasonable and sensible man or jinn stand to deny?

As guided byRasu| we should never relent in asking because, it is Allah Who
has, it is Allah Who gives, it is Allah Who never declines even thatgydoes as
He pleases, and it is Allah who cannot be forced. As | believe,dissevered, |
personally recite the collection regularly and have not only fett seen the
benefits. You are also a withess to my enjoining you to resdart This is often
emphasized in the month of Ramadan.

It is therefore for you and any reader who cares, to followugigith deliberate
efforts in FINDING AND CONTRIBUTING WITH A WAY OUT & THE
MASIBATof our environment, with the help of Allah.

| have accordingly requested Ghazzali to render it into Endfisti.for Imran, he
has added an explanatory commentary.

Because it is good, | have made it available to all believecsaoare, for the sake
of Allah.

May Allah reward all of us who partake in this course, includiydate guardian
Mallam Shehu of Unguwan Zakara and Mallam Sani who read the manuscript.
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Amen and amen.

Muhammad Sa’idu Jimada

Hisisthe I nvitation to the Truth
e O ol

In the Name of Allah the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

-

G 308 o S50 d 5T o5 2l 5T Jeb o 2 B3 G
If there were a Qur'an with which mountains are moved, or the mounaires

cloven asunder, or the dead were made to speak, (this would be the one!) but
truly, the Command is with Allah in all things.

55 &9 ) £ L
And Allah converses not with man except through divine revelation or from

behind a screen or by sending a messenger to whom He redelble wills. He
is the Most High, the Wise.

e Gaall) 345 gls 2a ag I
Should not He who has created know? And He is Most Complaisant, All-Aware.
S B 32 ofs e Sl B A

The decree of Allah hath been passed before thou and thou shalindgot f
deficiency in Allah’s decree.
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And Allah (to us) is sufficient a witness.

And your Lord is sufficient (for thou as) a Guide and a Helper.

doz 0

T e @ ot ¢ D % 0. .
s 3ead O BlaZ YA ALk 1385 )3

And if thou (try to) take stock of the Blessings of Allah (bestweon you),
thou will be unable to do so. Verily Allah is of Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful.

e O A o
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful
Sl S5 & dask
Praise be to Allah the Lord of the worlds.
) é}jh

The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

Master of the Day of Judgement.

Thou alone we worship and Thy aid alone we seek.
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Guide us on the straight path.
el V3 2l Oaidl 2 2l cadl B D

The path of those on whom Thou have bestowed Thy Grace. And whosen(porti
is not wrath and who go not astray.

RIS T ST ([ RNPATE- T

He is Allah beside whom there is no deity worthy of worship but keeKnhower
of (all things) both secret and open; He is Most Gracious, Most Merciful.

1

el Sk L asadd gl e 2 SIS 2 Y )Y 0 B 54
He is Allah beside whom there is no deity of worship but He, the Sigverthe
Holy One, the Source of peace (perfection), the Guardian of faitRréserver of

safety, the Exalted in might, the Irresistible, the Supremeifiglbris Allah!
(High is He) above the partners they attribute to Him.

345 255 gLt LA Fd A e 4 gl @us d &

He is Allah the Creator, the Evolver, the Bestower of forms ¢twucs). To Him
belong the most beautiful names; whatever is in the heavens and artthdce
declare His praises and Glory; and He is Exalted in Might, the Wise.

AR
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Allah! There is no other god but He, the Living, the Self-subsistitigrnal.
Neither slumber nor sleep can seize Him. To Him belongs whatgvarthe
heavens and whatever is on the earth. Who is he that can intercadelinvi
except with His permission? He knows what (appears to Hisucesaas) before
or after or behind them. Nor shall they compass anything of Hisviedge
except that which He wills. His throne extends over the heavehtha earth and
He feels no fatigue in guarding and preserving them. And He isdsé High,
the Most Great.
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He Allah is One.
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And there is no deity worthy of worship, except Him. The One, thsistriiely,
Supreme.
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He is Allah beside whom there is no deity of worship but He, the 8igverthe
Holy One, the Source of peace (perfection), the Guardian of faitRréserver of
safety, the Exalted in might, the Irresistible, the Supremeift@bbris Allah!
(High is He) above the partners they attribute to Him.
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Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The parable dfigts is as if
there were a Niche and within it a Lamp; the Lamp enclasé&ilass; the glass as
it were a brilliant star; lit from a blessed Tree, an Qlivather of the East nor of
the West, whose Oil is well-nigh luminous, though fire scarce &ty Light
upon Light! Allah doth guide whom He will to His Light; Allah doth detth
Parables for men; and Allah doth know all things.
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He is the First, and the Last and the Manifest and the Hidden. Aad Hi
Knowledge extends over all things.
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He sends down the rains from the skies, falling gently in modicusstirey
torrents and foamed mounds and that which doth has thrown at it fronrehe fi
thus wishing ornamentation or chattel form in like-form; such is hdiahA
separates the truth from falsehood; as for the foam it perisitesh& slag and
that which benefits mankind, it settles in the earth; such is héah Aakes lucid
illustrations.
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There is no deity worthy of worship except He; everything is wont to perish save
He; His is the Ultimate Rule and to Him is our return.

Allah, the Self-Subsisting, Eternal.
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To Him belong the East and the West; wherever thou turn, thou shetllHire
Presence; verily Allah is All-comprehending, All-knowing.

He is the Most Praised, the Majestic.

No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all vision andsHide Most
Complaisant, the All-aware.

Glorify the Name of Thy Lord Most High.

Who hath created, and further given order and proportion.
Lsags 548 i
Who hath measured and granted guidance.
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And verily Allah is the guide of those who believe and follow the right way.
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To Allah belongs everything that is in the heavens and the eartly, Abah is
Most Munificent, the Most Praised.
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Allah is the Creator of everything and He is the Only One, Ithesistibly,
Supreme.
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He is the Ever living; there is no deity worthy of worship except He.
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How does He bring back to life the earth after it has died? i§Haow He will
resurrect the dead and He has power over all things.
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It is He who Originates and to Him is the (ultimate) return.
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The Originator of the heavens and the earth! When He decréeitigaHe saith
unto it only, “Be!” And it is.
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He is Allah the Maker of order, the Shaper of beauty. Histlae most beautiful
names; all that is in the heavens and on earth glorifiesafoinHe is the Mighty,
the Wise.
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How could you (mankind) disbelieve in Allah whence He gave theafliéz thou
hast died and He will cause thee to die and bring thee forth bdifk sind to
Him thou shall return.
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Verily Allah will banish all the hypocrites and the disbelieviotk in the fire of
Hell.
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Verily, the Hour will certainly come (upon us) and Allah willsverect the
dwellers of the graves.
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Our Lord who provides for His creation and guides them.
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Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that is between thengxalted in
Might, the Forgiving.

> Jsadll 32 )
He is the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.
He is the Guide to Repentance, the Most Merciful.

And verily Allah is Oft-Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving.

And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Forebearing.
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The Knower of (all things) both secret and open, the Most Gréat, t
Transcendent.
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Our Lord shall cause us to assemble before Him and He shail befare us (all
secrets) in fairness, He is the Opener, the All-Knowing.

Thou art indeed the Giver of all.
G agdl 0 BB A d &)

Verily Allah is the Sustainer, the All-Powerful, Forceful One.
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And Allah constricts and relieves, and unto Him is the ultimate return.
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Praised is He the Rich One to Whom belongs whatever is in thernseawnd
whatever is in the earth.
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O Mankind! What has seduced thee from thy Lord Most Beneficient?

Verily my lord is the Preserver of everything.
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When the Event inevitable cometh to pass.
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Then no soul shall deny its coming.
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(Many) will it bring low, (many) will it exalt.

Thou endues with honour whom Thou pleases, and Thou bringest low whom
Thou pleases.

Y S5 e Bl ) i
Blessed is the Name of thy Lord the Lord of Majesty and Bounty.

S s Ly 2 12 s
And indeed We giveth life and We causeth death and We are the ultimate Heirs.

And all shall die save He, the Living, the Self-subsisting, Ekemae betides
those who wronged themselves.

The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.
SUal St g
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Indeed Allah is Merciful unto His creation.
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And he sends down the rains (as a mercy) after thou has expdroesmair thus
spreading His Mercy and He is the Guardian the Most deserving of Praise.

55 g o, G DG 4
He is Most Gracious we believe and in Him we put our trust.
He is the Doer of all Good, the Most Merciful.
Verily my Lord is Most Merciful, Most Loving.
And He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Loving.
My Lord is indeed Most Proximate, Responsive.

Verily Allah has a full account of everything.

And Allah art Efficient Reckoner.
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On the day when no soul shall be wronged, and none shall be rewardddrsave
what it hath done.
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Thou art All-Knowing, Most Wise.

Thou art Exalted in Might, Most Wise.

Is not Allah the Wisest of judges?

And Allah is ever Watchful over all things.
Verily, Thou art Witness over all things.

And Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing.

He is indeed All-Hearing, All-Seeing.
FEAIE WEAIC i
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Thou art indeed All-Hearing, All-Knowing.
) 4SS 5Ag el 335 2 5

He is Irresistibly, Supreme over His servants He is All-Wise, Allafe.
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Praised be to Allah to Whom belongs all that is in the heavensllaihétas on
the earth and to Him is the ultimate praise; and He is All-Wise, All-Aware

Verily Allah is oft-Forgiving, the Rewarder of Thankfulness.
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And We destroyed that which was with them and We have a full acafunt
everything.

We art among the evildoers, the vengeful.

S S 54 2 S s
Allah is the Creator of everything and He is Only One, the Irresistlpreme.
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Say: O Allah! Lord of Power (and Rule), thou givest power to whdmuT
pleasest, and Thou strippest off power from whom Thou pleasest: Thouestdow
with honour whom Thou pleasest, and Thou bringest low whom Thou pleasest.
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Such is a proof that Allah is the true God and vitiates allttiet worship aside
Him, verily Allah is the Most High, the Greatest.
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Whatever Allah hast endowed mankind of His Mercy would be able talamth
that which He hast curtailed none could bestow save He, he is th&Ekaistd in
Might, All-Wise.

Allah is Most Complaisant to mankind, He endoweth whom He pleasess He
Most Powerful, Most Exalted in Might.
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Verily Allah is the Most Able Sustainer, the Forceful One.

And Allah is Able to do all things.
G A s
Verily, Allah is the embodiment of ultimate Power (and Rule).
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The Master of the Day of Judgement.

w2 O A o
In the Name of Allah the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful
Sl S5 & dask
Praise be to Allah the Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds.
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The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

Master of the Day of Judgement.

You alone we worship and Your aid alone we seek.

Guide us on the straight path.
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The path of those on whom You have bestowed Your Grace. And whose (portion)

is not wrath and who go not astray.
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Say: | seek refuge with the Lord and Cherisher of mankind.

qw S
The King (or Ruler) of mankind.
gaaipyl

The God (or Judge) of mankind.
.gﬂ\:;\ gl B G

From the mischief of the whisperer (of evil), who withdraws (after hisper).

Who whispers into the hearts of men.

Among jinns and among men.

Say: | seek refuge from the Lord of the Dawn.

From the mischief of created things.
(L85 15 gl 5B B
From the mischief of darkness as it overspreads.
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From the mischief of those who blow on knots.
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And from the mischief of the envious one as he practises envy.

Say: He is Allah the One.

Allah, the Self-Subsisting, Eternal.
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He beget not, nor is He begotten.

And there is none like unto Him.
ERHRERTR RN
Allah there is no god but He, the everlasting, the subsisting by whom all subsist
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Allah is the Absolute Ruler there is god but He the Lord of the Bountiful Throne.
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Allah there is no god but He, the Exalted in Might, the Most Wise.
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Allah there is no god but He, the everlasting, the subsisting by vaficsnbsist.
Slumber overtakes Him not, nor sleep. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens
and whatever is in the earth. Who is he that can intercede withbdiniHis
permission? He knows what is before them. And they encompass nothihg
knowledge except what He pleases. His knowledge extends over tlen$ead

the earth, and the preservation of them both tires Him not. And He ismost

High, the Greatest.
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Thou causest the Night to gain on the Day, and Thou causest the Bain tan

the Night; Thou bringest the Living out of the Dead, and Thou bringedbead

out of the Living; and Thou givest sustenance to whom Thou pleases without
measure.
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Thou knowest that which enters into the earth and what comes out (forth) of it and
what comes down from the heavens and what goes back into it and Hetis Mos
Merciful, Oft-Forgiving.

5585 o8 dska 35 By (osVis wglend Gl ) g

He it is Who created the heavens and the earth in truth. On thathsey He
saith: “Be!” And it is.
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He speech is incontrovertible and to Him belongs the ultimate R@awdrRule)
on the Day when the dead shall be brought back to life, He knows alisthat
hidden and all that is manifest and He is Most Wise, All-Aware.
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Praise is to Allah the Originator of all that is the heavamd all that is in the
earth His is the ultimate Praise and He is Most Wise, All-Aware.
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Our Lord! Thou art He that will gather mankind together a day abbighwhere
is no doubt: for Allah never fails in His promise.
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O Allah! The Originator of the heavens and the earth, Knower difiddlen and
manifest, Thou art the ultimate Judge over that which Thy servants art legitiger
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Say: O Allah! Lord of Power (and Rule), Thou givest power to whdmuT
pleases, and Thou strippest off power from whom Thou pleases, and Thou endues
with honour whom Thou pleases, and Thou bringest low whom Thou pleases: in
Thy hand is all Good. Verily, over all things thou hast power.
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And He the Irresistibly, Supreme over all of His creations andsHéost Wise,
All-aware.
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From Allah we came and to Him is our (ultimate) return.
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My Lord! Let my entry be good, and (likewise) my exit be good. Arahgme
from Thou an authority to help me.
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My Lord! Make me keep up prayer, and my offspring too; our Lord!efit¢he
prayer.
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My Lord! Inspire me and bestow upon me the power and abilitylthady be

grateful for Thy Favours which Thou have bestowed on me and on regtpar

and that | may do righteous good deeds that will please Thee, andnadrbit
Your Mercy among Thy righteous slaves.
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My Lord! | seek refuge with Thee from the whisperings of the devils.
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And | seek refuge with Thee lest they should come near me.
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Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents, and (all) the believers on the Day when the
reckoning will be established.
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My lord! Show mercy to my parents just as they showed mercyetwinile | was
young.
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My Lord! Forgive and have mercy, for Thee are the Best of thdse sthiow
mercy.
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Originator of the heavens and the earth Thou art the Guardian in this world and on
the day of judgement, cause us to die as Muslims and join us witlgkheous
folks.
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My Lord! Truly, | am in need of whatever good that Thou betoweth on me.
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We (firmly) believe in Allah and in what He hast sent down tongsia what He
hast sent to Ibrahim and Ismail and Ishag and Yaqub and theetwehs of
Ya’'qub, and in what was revealed to Musa and Isah and was reveadil tioe(
prophets from their Lord we deny not anyone of them and we declar@utur
submission.
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We (firmly) believe in Allah and in what He hast sent down t@mnd what He
hast sent (as revelation) to lbrahim and Ismail and Ishaq and Yauliihe
twelve sons of Ya'qub, and in what was revealed to Musa and IsahlBrttiga
prophets from their Lord; we deny not anyone of them and we deular@ull)
submission.
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Our Lord! Is the Lord of the heavens and the earth: never shalaMvapon any
god other than Him: if we did, we should indeed have uttered an enormity!
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Praised unto Thee: we have no knowledge except that which Thou hast made
known to us, verily Thou art All-Knowing, All-Wise.
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Our Lord! Thou knowest all that we conceal in our hearts and allwhahake
manifest and nothing that is in the earth nor in the heavens is hidden from Allah.
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And we stand to gain nothing if we disbelieve in Allah afterttinéh has come
upon us; thus we wish that Our Lord should admit us together withgiieous
folk.
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Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If Thou forgive us not and have not
mercy on us, surely we are of the lost!
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Our Lord! Whomever Thou admitedth into the Hell, is (indeed) humiliated. A
there shall be no aid for the wicked.
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Our Lord! In Thee we put our trust, and unto Thee we turn repentant, amd unt
Thee is the journeying.

And unto our Lord we shall eventually return.
Gl & LT Jngh Wty S35 G e

Our Lord! We believe in that which Thou hast revealed and we fdllawwhom
Thou hast sent. Enrol us among those are witnesses (to the truth).
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Our Lord! Make of us Muslims bowing to Thy (Will) and of our progangeople
Muslim bowing to Thy (Will) and show us our places for the cel@madf (due)
rites; and turn unto us (in mercy); for Thou art the Oft-Returning Most-Mercif
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Our Lord! Accept from us (this duty). Lo! Thou, only Thou, art the KAdlarer,
the All-Knower.
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Our Lord! Cause not our hearts to stray after Thou hast guided udeatalv
upon us mercy from Thy presence. Lo! Thou, only Thou art the Bestower.
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Our Lord! Lo! We heard a crier calling unto faith: Believeirygrour Lord! So we

believed. Our Lord! Therefore forgive us our sins, and remit fusmour evil
deeds, and make us die the death of the righteous.
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Our Lord! Perfect out Light for us and grant us ForgivenessTliou has power
over all things.
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Our Lord! We believe, write us down among the witnesses (to the truth).
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Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who came before us into thte &ed

leave not in our hearts rancour (or sense of injury) against thbeehave
believed; our Lord! Thou art indeed Full of Kindness, Most Merciful.

Our Lord! Bestow on us mercy from Thy presence and shape for wdfains in
the right way.
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Our Lord! Forgive us for our sins and wasted efforts, make firm our step,\and gi
us victory over the disbelieving folk.
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Our Lord! Condemn us not if we forget, or fall into error. Our Ldrdy not on

us such a burden as Thou didst lay on those before us. Our Lord! Impase not
us that which we have not the strength to bear! Pardon us, alosobsed have
mercy on us, Thou art our Protector, and give us victory over the disbglie
folk.

A a3 e Sl g
And save us by Thou mercy from the disbelieving folk.
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Our Lord! We have indeed believed. So forgive us our sins and guénahusghe
punishment of Fire!
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Our Lord! Grant us that which Thou hast promised to us by Thy mgssseand
save us from shame on the Day of Resurrection for Thou breakeshenot
promise.
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Our Lord! Give unto us in the world that which is good and in the Heretifat

which is good, and guard us from the doom of Fire.
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Thou art Most Praised; guard us from the doom of Fire.
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Our Lord! Avert from us the Wrath of Hell. Verily, its tormentaver inseparable
permanent punishment.

Evil indeed it (Hell) is an abode and a place to rest in.
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In Allah we trust. Our Lord! Make us not a trial for the folk wiave wronged
themselves.
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| am turning in total submission to the Originator of the heawedsthe earth and
| am not of those who ascribe partners to Him.
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Verily, my Lord hast guided me to the right way; the Pathboghim the true in
faith, and he is (certainly) not of those who ascribe partners to Allah.
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He hast no partner; this am | commanded and | am the firebsétwho submit
to His Will.
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Truly, my prayer and service of sacrifice, my life and mytldeare all for Allah,
the Lord of the worlds.
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Allah is sufficient for me. None has the right to be worshipped buirHdim |
put my trust and He is the Lord of the Mighty Throne.
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He is my Lord. There is no god but He, in Him | put my trusttandim | turn in
repentance.

The Lord of the worlds.
The One Who Originated and Guides me.
ity shald 34 sy
The One Who provides me with food and drinks.
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And when | fall sick, He restores me to full health.
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The One Who would cause me to die and would thereafter, restore kéobac

life.
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The One from Whom | wish for Forgiveness for my misdeeds on theobDay
Reckoning.
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My Lord! Bestow upon me Thy Grace and join me with the righteous folk.
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And establish my tongue on sincerity on the last day.
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Make me among the inheritors of the blissful paradise.

And humiliate me not on the Day of Resurrection.

A day when wealth and children shall benefit no one.

Save for those who come to Allah with pure heart.
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The truth hath come and falsehood hath vanished away; verily, falsehood is bound
to vanish.
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And Allah will establish the truth, by His Words; distasteful tHoitgoe to those
in guilt.
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Verily Allah’s Guidance art the true guidance, and we have besmmanded to
(totally) submit to the Lord of the worlds.
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And that we should uphold the prayers and be God-fearing for to Houaris
eventual return.
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Those who believe and do not corrupt their belief with transgression, dhiose
true believers and the truly guided.
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Our Lord! Make us not a prey for those who disbelieve, and forgive us, our Lord!
Lo! Thou, only Thou art the Mighty, the Wise.
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Allah is sufficient for us, He shall make provision for us by Bisce and His
messenger; we art most desirous of our Lord’s provision
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Our Lord! Thou comprehendest all things in mercy and knowledge, therefore

forgive those who repent and follow Thy way and preserve them fham
punishment of Hell!
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Our Lord! And make them enter the Gardens of Eternity which Thot has
promised them, and to the righteous among their fathers, their wikghair
children. For Thou, only Thou, art the Mighty, the Wise.
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And guard them against wrongdoing; whoever guards against wrongdidiiog w
this day enjoy the Mercy of his lord, and this is the ultimate gain.
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There is no god but Allah the Greatest, the Forbearing.

\
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There is no god but Allah Lord of the Mighty Throne.
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There is no god but Allah the Lord of the heavens and the Lord @fatttle and
the Lord of the Bountiful Throne.
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Oh Allah! send Thy prayers upon Muhammad and upon the family and
companions of Muhammad as Thou sent prayers to Ibrahim and upon the family
and companions of lbrahim, verily Thou art the Most Praised, the titaj&h
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Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and upon the family and companions of
Muhammad, as Thou sent blessings upon the family and companions omlbrahi
Thou art indeed Most Praised, the Majestic.
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Oh Allah! send Thy prayers upon Muhammad and his wives and descenslants a
Thou sent blessings upon Ibrahim, and send blessings upon Muhammad and his
wives and descendants as Thou sent blessings upon lbrahim, Thou art indeed
Most Praised, the Majestic.
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My Lord! | seek Thy forgiveness for all my wrongdoings and my igmoceaand
my wasted efforts, and all that Ye know of my misdeeds.
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Oh Allah! | seek Thy forgiveness for my mistakes and my trassgyns and that
which | know not and my wrongful striving, and that which | have shamefully
committed.
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Oh Allah! | seek Thy forgiveness for all my past misdeeds andliat is yet to
come, and that which | conceal and that which | make manifest Thaheart
Originator and Thou art the Everlasting, and Thou art able to do all things.
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My Lord! | seek Thy forgiveness for all my wrongdoings and my igmoeaand
my wasted efforts, and all that Ye know of my misdeeds.

e
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Oh Allah! forgive my absurdity, and my wrongful striving and misdeeds and
my transgressions and all that which | have shamefully committed.

s Lo s A B AL ST S a Y s Y ) Y

There is no god but Allah alone, He hath no partner, to Him belondtimate
Power (and Rule), all Praise is His and he is able to do all things.
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Oh Allah! Whatever blessings Thou bestoweth on one, none hath the Power t
curtail; and what Thou have curtailed, none hath the power to curtadl.ndne
hath the power to benefit anyone save by Thy Majesty.
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Oh Allah! Place divine illumination in my heart and in my vision amdmy
hearing and on my right side and on my left side and above me aadthene
and before me and behind me and immerse me therein.

O Allah, Thou art my Lord, none has the right to be worshiped except Theu
created me and | art Thy servant and | abide to Thy covenanprandse [to
honour it] as best | can, | take refuge in Thee from the ewilha¢h | committed;
| acknowledge Thy favour upon me and | acknowledge my sin, so fargyéor
verily none can forgive sins except Thee.
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Oh Allah! I have wronged myself despicably and there is nonectraforgive
wrongdoings except Thee, so forgive me and pardon me and be Méocihd
indeed Thou art oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
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Oh Allah! | seek refuge from Thee from the trial of Hell draim the torment of
Hell and | seek refuge from Thee from the trial of the gravelasekk refuge
from Thee from the torment of the grave and | seek refuge frome Tlom the
trials of wealth and | seek refuge from thee from the trigboverty and | seek
refuge from Thee from the trial of the Anti-Christ.
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Oh Allah! We seek Thy aid and we seek Thy forgiveness and belrevg fn
Thee and we put out trust in Thee and we praise Thee for Thy Benejohenc
thank Thee and we do not deny Thee, we humble ourselves before Thee and we
distance ourselves from those who disbelieve in Thee. Oh Allah! Theeedo
worship and to Thee we pray and prostrate and unto Thee we strive lame toi

seek Thy blessings and we fear Thy severe punishment, verily Thyhpuams
shall catch up with the disbelieving folk.
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The Originator of the heavens and the earth! When He decréeiigaHe saith
unto it only: “Be!” And it is.
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He it is Who giveth life and causes death. When He Ordainetmg, tHe saith
unto it only: “Be!” And it is.

But His command, when He intendeth a thing, is only that He saithituriBe!”
And it is.
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He it is Who created the heavens and the earth in truth, on that day when He saith:
“Be!” And it will become.

And Our word unto a thing, when We intend it, is only that We say iuritge!
And it is.
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It befitteth not (the Majesty of) Allah that He should take untmsdilf a son.
Glory be to Him! When He decreeth a thing, He saith unto it dBlg!” And it
is.
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Lo! The likeness of Jesus with Allah is as the likenessd#n\ He created him
from dust, then He said to him: “Be!” And he was.
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Allah creates what He wants. When He decreeth a thing, He wgaib it only:
“Be!” And it is.

L s B s
Allah is Sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer of affairs (for us)

All praise is due to Allah the Lord of the worlds.

P
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All praise is due to Allah Whom Created the heavens and the eatiHa
established therein darkness and light and He metes out justibes® who
disbelieve in their Lord.
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All praise is due to Allah Who sent down revelations to his senaamisione (of
the revealed books) contained crookedness.
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To Him is the ultimate praise in the heavens and the earth ahd @véning and
when it disperses.

P
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All praise is due to Allah to Whom belongs whatever is in the heamads
whatever is on the earth and to Him is the everlasting praise arsdNHisi-Wise,
All-Aware.
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All praise is due to Allah the Originator of the heavens and tith ¥&o made
the angels messengers with wings, two or three or four. He sesréa creation
what He wills. Verily, Allah is Able to do all things.
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To Allah belongs all praise, the Lord of the heavens and the Lord efttig the
Lord of the worlds.
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To Him belongs Majesty and Greatness in the heavens and the rediithe aart
Exalted in Might, All-Wise.

Praise be to Allah the Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds.

The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

Master of the Day of Judgement.

You alone we worship and Your aid alone we seek.
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Guide us on the straight path.
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The path of those on whom You have bestowed Your Grace. And whose (portion)
is not wrath and who go not astray.
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And all praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds.
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COMMENTARY
INTRODUCTION

| was entrusted with the uphill task of writing a commentaryhisf great book.
Although the book contains verses and some chapters of the Qur'am, &rgo
expecting to see or read commentary like ...

Scholars have divergent opinions as regards whether Suratul
Fatiha was revealed in Mecca or Madina. Some believe that it is a
Meccan Surah because prayer was instituted in Mecca and Rasul
(SAW) was reported to have said: ‘There is no prayer for the one
who does not recite Fatiha.’(Bukhari); while other scholars are of
the view that it is a Madina Surah due to the Hadith of Abdullah
ibn Abbas in Sahih Muslim (Book 4, No 1760). However, the
general consensus is that Suratul Fatiha was revealed twice: once
in Mecca, once in Madina;

... sorry, you are in the wrong place. Hundred3 afisir (exegesis of the Qur’an)
have done that already. Repeating same here is needless.

What | will attempt to do is put myself in the shoes of the au#mras to
understand the arrangement or flow of the content. Why does versené c
before verse B? Why was verse C truncated? Verses P t® & sgries as they
appear in the Qur’an, but here X was eliminated. Any reason f& thall try to
provide answers to these questions and more within the confines omitgdli
knowledge.

A quick glance at the Arabic version of this book will show thét & collection

of du’a (supplication, request, plea). However, the author chose to call the book
“Zikr" (remembrance) rather thanDtI'a”. Why? This is becauselu’a, as
mathematicians will say, is a subset zofr. In other wordszikr has a wider
perspective thadu’a such that evergu’a is zikr but not everyikr is du’a. This
brings us to the three categories i

1. Zikr in form ofdu’a only. E.g.
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O Allah, forgive me, have mercy upon me, guide me and grant me
sustenance.

2. Zikr in form ofdu’a plus other things. E.g.

How perfect you are O Allah, our Lord, and | praise You. O Allah,
forgive me.

The component that idu’a in the abovezikr is ‘O Allah, forgive me.” The first
part is praise and adoration of Allah.

3. Zikr devoid ofdu’a. E.g.
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How perfect Allah is, all praise is for Allah. None has the right to
be worshipped except Allah and Allah is the greatest.

Another important distinction betweelu’a andzikr is that the former is limited

to a specific time, situation or need while the latter has norasttiction. That is

to say, somelu’a are meant to be recited in the mornings/evenings while others
are recited when the need arises e.g. when one is afflictechmitety or sorrow,
engulfed in debt or for a deceased. On the other takidespecially the third
category (devoid ofdu’a) is recommended to be recited at all times. Allah
describes “men of understanding” (Quran 3:190) as:

Those who engage idikr standing, sitting, and lying down on
their sides ... (Qur'an 3:191)

Narrated Abdullahbn Busr: A man said, “O Messenger of Allah,
the injunctions of Islam are too many for me, so tell me songethi
can hold unto.” The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said, “Keep your
tongue wet witlzikr (remembrance) of Allah.” (Tirmidhi)

Furthermore, the superiority @likr over du'a is noticeable from the fact that
when one engages himself zikr (devoid ofdu’a), he may comfortably forget
aboutdu’a altogether because Allah will take care of all his needs.
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Narrated Umaibn Al-Khattab: The Prophet (SAW) said, “Allah
(SWT) says: Whoever is so engageikr (remembrance) of Me
as not to ask Me (for anything), I give him what is better thiaat

| give those who ask.” (Bukhari)

However, most of us will naturally not be at ease with taikr‘only, nodu’a”

mode as we do not want to take chances. We are tempted to cohwitineeie
categories ofikr to be double sure. That has been adequately taken care of in this
book. The content reasonably covers ftth¢'a aspect. Thus, the book is
recommended to be readzkr at any time of the day or night and not necessarily
when in desperation or need.

Finally, as regards the words in the titlkitab and Sunnahthey are somewhat
ambiguous. The reason is théitab can refer to the Torah of Musa (AS), the
Psalm of Dawud (AS), and Gospel of Isa (AS). In a specialnostKitab means
parts of these scriptures and more (outside them). That isussise for another
day. Sunnahon the other hand may be tBannahof any of these Messengers or
the Sunnahof any of the four rightly-guided Caliphs.

Narrated ‘Irbadibn Sariyah: One day, the Messenger of Allah
(SAW) delivered a very effective speech, as a result, dyed s
tears and hearts became softened. A man said, “O Prophet of
Allah! It sounds as if this is a farewell speech, so advise He”
(SAW) said, “I admonish you to fear Allah, and to listen and obey
even if a black slave has been appointed as a leader. For whoever
among you lives after me will see much discord. So hold fast to my
Sunnahandthe Sunnah of the Rightly-Guided Caliphswho will

come after me. Adhere to them and hold fast to them. Beware of
Bid’ah (in religion) because eveBid'ah is a misguidance.” (Abu
Dawud and Tirmidhi)

Nevertheless, in the context the two words were used in the Kitleb and
Sunnatrespectively mean Qur’an and the tradition of Muhammad (SAW).
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THE TAGLINE

A number of books especially those written in Arabic usually begin with a tagline.
This is a clause or short sentence usually from the Qur'an which is in lineheith t
message in the book. It does not actually summarize the book buthgvester

an insight into what the author has in mind. The tag line Jimada ¢boshis
book was:
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Sincere invocation is due to Allah (alone)... (Quran 13:14)

Every invocation has two phases: acceptance and granting of thetréneof
the conditions of acceptance is that it has to be made sincemliah with total
conviction that He is the ONLY One capable of granting the reqifethis is
missing in whole or part, the attribute of “sincerity” is soil€bnsequently, as
Muslims, we are rewarded for every sincdtea we make because it is a form of
zikr and an act of worship. Then, we await a response from Allah whidogle
as He deems most appropriate in any one of three possibilities.

Narrated Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri: The Prophet (SAW) said, “There is
no Muslim who supplicates to Allah without sin or cutting family
ties in it but that Allah will give him one of three answeis: will
hasten fulfillment of his supplication, He will store it for him et
Hereafter or He will divert an evil from him similar tQ”ifThey
(the companions) said, “In that case, we will ask for more.” The
Prophet (SAW) said, “Allah has even more.” (Ahmad)

The two major shortcomings of Muslims today as regduds are:

1. Dividing our needs into those to ask Allah and those “too infinitesitoal
ask Him. Mind you, this is done subconsciously. Forgiveness, paradise,
finding a lost relative, fixing a problem at work place, etc.sam@e things
we consider fit to ask Allah. How many of us remember igeraur hands
to makedu’a when our computer is infected with a virus or malware?
When a call we are trying to make is not going through? Whenawe a
flat tire? Suddenly, we forget Allah and trust ourselves to be able to handle
these “small” problems. The Prophet (SAW) said, “Ask Allah for
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everything, even the lace of your shoes. If Allah does not providel| it
never be available.” (Tirmidhi)

It is narrated that Musa (AS) said, “O Lord, | have some worldly needs but
| feel too shy to ask You.” Allah said, “Ask Me even for thé e&your
dough and food for your donkey.”

. Too eager to see that adu’a is granted. We are impatient. We forget that

the du’a of some Prophets and pious people were granted after several
months or even years. The Prophet (SAW) said, “The supplication of
everyone is granted as long as he does not show haste and does not say
that he made a supplication but it was not accepted.” (Abu Dawud,
Tirmidhi, andlbn Majah)
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THE PROLOGUE
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Translation
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Compassionate.

And if there were to be a recital that could move mountains, bhreagarth into
pieces or make the dead to speak (due to its power, then it vilidhQur’'an),

but the ultimate decision (to make these and other impossible thapgen) is
with Allah. (13:31) It is unbefitting of a man that Allah should speakim
(directly) except by inspiration or from behind a veil or (He) sends a Mea=sseng
reveal with His permission what He wills. Verily, He i tMost High, the Most
Wise. (42:51) Would He not know what He has created? And He is the Most
Kind, the All-Aware. (67:14) Such has been the tradition, custom,oa&llah

with the previous nations, and you will not find any change in the ivadit
custom, way of Allah. (48:23) And Allah is sufficient as a witn@s39, 4:166,
48:28) And your Lord is sufficient as a Guide and a Helper (25:31) Ayalifire

to count the favours of Allah, you will not be able to apportion them; indeed Allah
is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful. (16:18)

Commentary

The recommended procedure of makahga is: praise Allah as Christians will
say, thank Him for the goodness of life. But more appropriately, thamkfdtiall
His favours on you which you know and can remember. Certainly, we do not even
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know all His favours we are enjoying and cannot even recount h&lé afrtes we
know. Then, send blessings upon the Prophet (SAW) and his family. Finally,
make your plea. This outline may look strange because most of us usually skip the
first part i.e. praising and thanking Allah. We knowingly or unknowirgjbrt

with Salatun Nabiyynd present our request.

This brings up the question: how do we praise and thank Allah? \étiredit
strokes for different people. What Mr. A will remember and thafi&hAfor will

not necessarily align with that of Mr. B. Thus, someone may@aflah, | thank

You for making me a human being and a Muslim. | deeply appreciate the good
health You have given me. | thank You for the family You have blesseithme
and the job I got last month. Thank You for ...

Do we observe something? This is how Christians begin theiepriys not our
business if they choose to thank Jesus instead of Allah. The takehomes point
begin yourdu’a with praising and thanking Allah. The importance of praising and
thanking Allah is encapsulated in verse 16:18 quoted above. Unfortunaisly, i
one of the most mistranslated verses of the Qur'an. Let’'s htast drive. Kindly

fill in the blank:

And if you are to count the favours of Allah, you will not be able to ... them.

a) Count
b) Apportion
c) Number

Most of us will go for option A (count). It reasonably seems corbet it's

actually wrong. This is because the Arabic word thetesg< , a derivative of

the wordll .2£ which means apportionment, from the root wHrd- , to share,

to allot. Thus, the correct answer is option B. What this impdi¢kat we cannot
even apportion or allot the favours of Allah talk-less of countingnthEor
example, if one is to count the grains of millet harvested oma fahat he may
cunningly do is package them in bags and then say, “There are so-&agds of
millet.” At least he has tried. Even though he couldn’t COUNTthee was able

to ALLOT, APPORTION them into bags which can be counted. Now, the fawvour
of Allah are like the particles of sand in the Sahara De€art one even allot or
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package them into bags? No. That is what is meanyday:will not be able to
apportion themMay Allah guide us aright.
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Translation
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Compassionate.

Praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. The Mosidig the

Most Compassionate. Master of the Day of Judgement. You (Alonajonghip,

and from You (Alone) we seek for help. Guide us to the Straight Path. The Path of
those whom You have bestowed Your Grace, not (the Path) of thoseawho e
Your anger, nor of those who go astray. (1:1-7)

Commentary

Since the favours of Allah (on us) are countless, mentioning the anésmiaw

and remember one after the other in a bid to praise and thanwiHibe tasking.

So, what is the easiest formula of praising and thanking Allsbhacan be used
by all and sundry irrespective of the nature or type of favouryedjp Answer:

Suratul Fatiha That is why the book begins with this blessed chapter.

So, the shortcut of makindu’a is: reciteSuratul Fatiha recite Salatun Nabiyy
and then present your request. This is practically demonstrated d&alatl
Janaza(funeral prayer). After the firgakbir, we praise and thank Allah or recite
Suratul Fatiha after the secondakbir, we send blessings upon the Prophet
(SAW). After the third and (optionally) fourttakbiraat we say the appropriate
du'a.

Therefore, the reader will observe that the arrangement obalois is such that
the first part contains praises, glorification, adoration and thank&iloieallah.
These are followed bgalatunNabiyy then selectediu’a from the Qur'an and
Sunnah t strategically ends with the verses of Praises of Allah.
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Translation

He is Allah whom there is no other god (worthy of worship) excapt, the
Knower of (all things) hidden and manifest. He is the Most GragitnesMost
Compassionate. He is Allah whom there is no other god (worthy ashigr
except Him, the King, the Most Holy, the source of peace, thedaumeof Faith,
the Protector, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the Supreme: Glayd Allah!
(High is He) above all those they associate with him as parthie is Allah the
Creator, the Evolver, the Bestower of forms, to Him belong the Meautul
Names: all that is in the heavens and earth glorify Him anis e All-Mighty,
All-Wise. (59:22-24)

Commentary

The reason why these verses come immediately &fteatul Fatiha is that one
may equally praise and thank God using His Most Beautiful Names. God says,

The Most Beautiful Names belong to Allah, so call on Him by
them ... (7:180)

How many Names were mentioned in these verses (without rep@akiitgen.
How many Names does God have? Ninety-nine.

Narrated Abu Hurairah: The Messenger of God (SAW) said,

“Allah has ninety-nine Names, one hundred minus one, and

whoever learns them, understands their meanings, memorizes
them, believes in them, acts by them, respects them, supplicates
with them will enter Paradise. (Bukhari)

Now, what are those ninety-nine names? There are different safotbieught
regarding this. One, those who believe that the ninety-nine Namé&sdfare
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those popular, well-known, highly publicized NamesAeRahmanAr-Raheem
Al-Malik ... Ar-RasheedAs-Sabur Reproducing the full list here will not be
necessary since it is easily accessible.

Two, the above list is correct. But how on earth willlahu’ be missing?
Therefore, according to this school of thought, the Names Adlehu, Ar-
Rahman Ar-Raheem... Ar-Rasheed As-Sabur To ensure that they remain
ninety-nine instead of one hundréd;Kafi was left out.

Three, we believe that God has ninety-nine Names based on thé dhébu
Hurairah. However, the Hadith which listed the Names that teedd second
schools of thought above rely upon to come up with the list is widely
acknowledged as weak by scholars of Hadith. As a result, we ésearched the
Qur’an and Sunnah to produce a more authentic list of ninety-nine Names of God.

Over time, proponents of this school have come up with varying listazd seen
about 5. | will not present any of them here. | want to challengeetder to
discover them. Note that none of them is conclusive. In fact, you cae ap
with your own list provided you can prove that the Names are in/fnen@ur’an
and Sunnah. Some Names that should make the list according tohibus aie:
Al-Witr, At-Tayyih Ar-Rafeeq Ar-Rabh Al-Jameel Al-Akram Al-llaah, Al-
Mannan Ad-Dayyan etc.

Four, God has more than ninety-nine Names.

Narrated Abdullahbn Mas’'ud: The Messenger of Allah (SAW)
said, “There is nobody who is afflicted with distress or gried a
who saysO Allah, | am Your servant, son of Your servant, son of
Your maidservant, my forelock is in Your hand, Your command
over me is ever executed and Your decree over me is just. | ask You
by every name belonging to You which You have named Yourself
with, or revealed in Your Book, or You taught to any of Your
creation, or You have preserved in the knowledge of the Unseen
with You, that You make the Qur’an the life of my heart and the
light of my breast, and a departure for my sorrow and a release for
my anxiety— but Allah will take away his distress and grief, and
replace it with ease.” He was asked, “O Messenger of Allah,
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should we not learn it?” He said, “Of course, whoever hears it
should learn it.” (Ahmad)

This Hadith does not contradict that of Abu Hurairah such that ninetyraimes

of God are the ones in Quran and Sunnah. There are many more asmes
confirmed by the Prophet (SAW) in this Hadith which ARE NOTha Qur’an

and Sunnah. So, with this understanding, if you hear someone say-#rat-so

is a Name of God do you call him a liar just because you ¢aaltit in the
Quran or Sunnah? It may be among the Names of God “taught to atig of
creatures” which the person was lucky to have access to apeomthe other.
And the creature may be human or non-human, Muslim or non-Muslim, Arab or
non-Arab. God certainly does what He wills (22:18). So, assuming eaéuce is
non-Arab (as majority of Prophets and Messengers of God are non-Arabs), do you
expect the Name to be in Arabic?

These diverse opinions or understandings should not be a source of conflict.
Which one of them are you most comfortable with? Stick to thas. llke the
Maliki, Shafi'i, Hambali and Hannafi schools. Of course, one of theofoser to

the truth on every issue; nonetheless, others with differing opini@aar
useless.

Much ado about “Allah”

Did you observe that throughout this section, | have been using “Gddahsf
“Allah?” Since | am writing in English, don’t | have the leveragesubstitute
“God” for “Allan”? God says that He made us into nations and drdmethat we
may know each other (49:13). Does this show or depict in any waysohat
nations or tribes are superior to others? Certainly not. Also, thEh&r (SAW)
rightly mentioned in his Last Sermon, “There is no preference for Arabs over non
Arabs. Neither is there a preference for white people over blamiep@or for
black people over white people. Preference is only through rightealsnes
(Ahmad).

If there were Chinese, English, Portuguese, Latin, Hausa, Igbo, Yorulape
Messengers of God, what word will they use to refer to God waineaching to
their people? “Allah”? When Ya’'qub (AS) said to his sons, “Allathis witness
over what we have said” (12:66) since they were not Arabs, did hdicglbc
mention the word “Allah™? Then why should someone wake up one day and
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consider it inappropriate for people to call the Name of Godheir tlocal
languages?

Note that in almost all languages, the same word is useefdp to Allah and
idols or any deity being worshiped. The difference in writintpé for Allah, the
word begins with a capital letter, and for others; it begink wismall letter. For
example,

Lailaahailla llahu

As stated earlieAl-llaah is a Name of GodalsoAllah is a Name of God. But the
ilaaha meant here is not Allah but idols or other deities. Unfortunatelgibiar
has no provision for capital and small letters. So, let's consider other languages.

There is n@od butGod (English)
veeeee.... ubangiji ... Ubangiji (Hausa)
veeennen.... Chineke... Chineke(lgbo)
veeeeen... Olodumare... Olodumare(Yoruba)
veeeeen... SOKO... Soko(Nupe)

More often than not, we stylishly avoid translatifggha and also use “Allah”
instead of the appropriate word in the language we are usimngn &nglish, we
are likely to say: there is no deity worthy of worship (gexgept Allah. And in
Hausapabu abin bautawa da gaskiya (ubangiji) gdiah.

In spoken form, the difference between the two is the intentidheospeaker
since the Prophet (SAW) said, “Actions are judged by intentiongkl{Bri and
Muslim). Thus, instead of “May Allah help you,” | can conveniently, Sday
God Ubangiji, Chineke Olodumare Sokq help you.” Provided my intention is
that the help should come from Allah and not any other deity, thenrstat is
very correct.

The point | want to make is that in as much as there is nothingyimasaying or
writing “Allah” to refer to God irrespective of the languagenipeused; at the
same time, someone who chooses to use the appropriate word l&d” 5l his
language should not be looked down upon as if he has done something wrong or
is an alien who just arrived from planet Mars.
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Translation

Allah, there is no god but He, the Ever-Living, the Self-Sustainpgn whom
everything depends; neither slumber nor sleep overtake Him. Allishatthe

heavens and the earth belong to Him; who is there that can irdenmtddis

presence? (No one) except with His permission; He knows (thdsdefaivhat

happens to them (His creatures) in this world and what will mafipthem in the
Hereafter; and they will not comprehend anything of His knogéeeixcept that
which He wills; His Throne extends over the heavens and the eadiriefeels
no fatigue in guarding and preserving them; and He is the Most, Hing

Supreme. (2:255)

Commentary

Ayatulkursiyyenumerates some wonderful attributes of God. Its function here (at
the beginning ofzikr) is that in addition to God’s names, He can equally be
praised using His attributes. One of these is that neither stumdresleep
overtakes him. In our case, sleep is an essential element of iremg. God
says:

And We have made your sleep to be (a form of) rest. (78:9)

All that is in the heavens and the earth belong to:Humat does this mean? If
you need anything in this world, be it money, position, life pareter seek from
God. He is the only one who can give you because it belongs to Hhre
someone ever told you, “... | wanted to give yeu NX but something cgnse |
took NY out of it. Kindly manage the remainirg NZ"? If yes, whatswyour
reaction? Were you angry with him? As a Muslim, you are tbtgahind that
God permitted him to give yod NZ, not tae NX he intended.

Narrated Abdullahbn Abbas: One day, | was riding behind the Prophet
(SAW) and He said to me, “O young man, | teach you some words (of
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advice). Be mindful of Allah and Allah will protect you. Be mindbf
Allah and you will find Him in front of you. If you ask, ask of Allafi. |
you seek help, seek help from Allah. Know that if the nation were t
gather to benefit you with something, they will not be able to fileywu
except with what Allah has already recorded for you. If theyewto
gather to harm you with something, they will not be able to harm yo
except with what Allah has already recorded against you. Thehaetes
been lifted and the pages have dried.” (Tirmidhi)

This wonderful attribute was explicitly stated in the nextisaadf the versewho
is there that can intercede in His presence? (No one) excepHigighermission
Intercession on the Day of Judgement is true. Prophets will éateré@ngels will
intercede. Righteous people will intercede. The Qur'an will ietdec But none of
them will be able to do so without obtaining clearance, permidsion God.
Therefore, the ultimate intercessor is God Himself. So, we shaskd for
intercession from Him and not rely on the piety of some individuats lze
hopeful that they will intercede for us. That is suicidal. dgards the acquisition
of knowledge, the same attribute of permission plays an important Abhle.
knowledge belongs to God. We can only know, find out, discover what He
permits.
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Translation

He is Allah, the One. (112:1) And there is no god but Allah, the Supréme, t
Irresistible. (38:65) He is Allah whom there is no other god (woothworship)
except Him, the King, the Most Holy, the source of peace, thedizumaof Faith,
the Protector, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the Supreme: Glayd Allah!
(High is He) above all those they associate with him as partners. (59:23)

Commentary

These verses affirm the Oneness of God and His being exalted abpwkeity
worshipped for the fact that He possesses some excellent Nawtesttributes
that those deities do not have. The reader will observe that 59:2Bekas
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repeated here. It's not an oversight. This is to reiterateigingisance of those
Names vis-a-vis the Oneness of God. Repetition for emphasis isnaalnor
occurrence in the Quran. For example, the verse, “Then which of bharfaof
your Lord will you (Jinns and men) deny?” was repeated thirtytones in
chapter 55.

il i) o plall Fas g 385080 5 s o5V oglezd 55 A
Lt G35 3SS £ Y e Y B S sad e B Bl LSl
IR N RSRTRACR PR RENCERI B VR CEV Y B
Translation

Allah is the light of the heavens and the earth; the parable of His lighif ihase
were a niche and within it a lamp; the lamp enclosed in a;dlasglass as it
were a brilliant star; lit from a blessed tree, an olive heeibf the east nor of the
west, whose oil would glow (by itself), though no fire touchedgttliupon light!
Allah guides to His Light whom He wills; and Allah sets foptrables for men;
and Allah is All-Knower of everything. (24:35)

Commentary

In order to better understand the cond8pt is the light of the heavens and the
earthh we were presented with a parable. Yet, the parable is somtatloae the
fold” because many of us may not be able to grasp it as ibighkt reason, He
in His infinite Mercy made the parable to serve as a vivid geson of the
operational framework of digital television so that we resonate with it.

So, paraphrasing the verse; Allah is the light of the heavens arehttie the
parable of His light is as if there were a niche (a sw@adining — referring to the
box-like structure of a television set) and within it, a lamp ke or light valve
inside the television); the lamp enclosed in a glass (the selavscreen); the
glass as it were a brilliant star (the satellite thaditveles programme signals); lit
from a blessed tree (the supportive telecommunication or radi), masolive
(the fuel which powers the generator attached to the mast), nefittrexr east nor

65



of the west (the transmission signals have no specific girgcthey are
broadcasted 360 degrees), whose oil would glow though no fire toucliad it
future energy source not yet discovered i.e. fuel being able to burtsdbly
without ignition); Allah guides to His Light whom He wills; andlah sets forth
parables for men; and Allah is All-Knower of everything.
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Translation

He is the First, and the Last, the Knower of all apparent thingsthe Knower of
all hidden things; and He has full knowledge of all things. (57:3)dt#dsdown
water from the sky; and the valleys flow, each according tméasure; but the
flood bears away the foam that mounts up to the surface; and ff@so)hat
(ore) which they heat in the fire in order to make ornamentsutersils, rises a
foam likewise; thus does Allah (by parables) illustratedteutd falsehood; then
as for the foam, it disappears like scum cast out upon the banks;thdti which
is for the good of mankind remains in the earth; thus Allah sets pantables.
(13:17) There is no god but He; everything that exists will pexsiept His Face;
to Him belongs the command and to Him you (all) shall be returned. (28:88)

Commentary

In His infinite Mercy and Wisdom, God gave Men and Jinn the free will to choose
between guidance and going astray. Angels do not enjoy this luxury.

Have we not made for him a pair of eyes? And a tongue and a pair
of lips? And shown him the two ways (good and evil)? (Quran
90:8-10)
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Despite that, He sent Messengers to explicitly show, exptaindamonstrate to

us the Straight Path. So, he who chooses to be deceived by the devil is on his own.
Whichever one decides to choose does not benefit His Essence witimgnyt

This is because, at the end of the day, we shall all be destangebe raised up
again to account for our deeds except His Face which is the thesLast, the
Knower of all apparent and hidden things.

The distinction between guidance and misguidance was portrayed bgng t
parable of foam. Here, it is described as a “waste” with norappaalue yet it
has the same source as the component of rainfall or ore ¢hait laenefit to man.
Thus, the moral of the parable is that the source, origin, percgo@thess, or
otherwise of a subject is inconsequential; its end product, theamselffect is
what matters.

Narrated Abu Hurairah: Allah’s Messenger (SAW) said, “No baby
is born but uporkitrah (Islam). It is his parents who make him a
Jew or a Christian or a Polytheist. (Muslim)

Therefore, it is the Mercy of God that He gave us free avil also guided us
aright. For this, we are obliged to praise and thank Him.
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Translation

Allah, the Eternal, Absolute. (112:2) And to Allah belong the east and the west, so
wherever you turn there is the Face of Allah, for Allah is thedfpassing One,

the All-Knowing. (2:115) He is indeed worthy of All-Praisewortii-Glorious.
(11:73) No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all vision; Heeidvost
Sublime, the All-Informed One. (6:103) Glorify the Name of yourd,dhe Most
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High. Who has created (everything) and then proportioned it. And Who has
ordained laws and granted Guidance. (87:1-3) Verily, Allah is the Gditleose

who believe, to the Straight Path. (22:54) To Allah belongs all thmdeaven

and earth. Surely, Allah is He (that is) free of all needsthyoof all Praise.
(31:26) Allah is the Creator of all things; He is the One, therf&ominating
One. (13:16)

Commentary

Facing the direction of Ka’bah during prayer is one of the conditaings
acceptance. However, the condition holds only if one is certain dfirdtion or
has a way of finding out by asking someone, through a mobile appticatic.
otherwise he is to face any direction to pray because God isptsent. His
Face can be found in the north, south, east, west, and in-between these.

The implication of this is that we are under constant watch, person who
commits atrocities is simply oblivious of this fact. Imagine being inrking hall
with Close Circuit Television (CCTV) cameras, will you darsbehave? That is
why the Prophet (SAW) describakisan as “worship Allah as if you see Him.
And if you do not achieve this status of devotion, then (always remetmér
Allah sees you.” (Muslim) In other wordisan means God-consciousness. It is
the highest level of faith above Islam and Iman.

This section also talks about Allah’s guidance. This is a priceeward for
having Faith in Him. In other words, guidance unto the straight pa#m is
exclusive preserve of Allah. However, to achieve it, we needaoqlr own part
in believing in His Oneness. That is the meaning of

Verily, Allah is the Guide of those who believe, to the Straight
Path. (22:54)

Other verses of the Qur'an buttress this point i.e. believe irhAdled He will
guide you. For example, concerning the People of the Cave, He said:

We narrate unto you (O Muhammad) their story with truth: Truly!
They were young men who believed in their Lord, and we
increased them in Guidance. (18:13)
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All they did was believe. Guidance and protection followed. In anotrse, He
says:

No kind of calamity can occur, except by the leave of Allah. And if
anyone believes in Allah, He guides his heart (aright): foatAll
knows all things. (64:11)
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Translation

He is the Ever-living; there is no god but He. (40:65) How He difedo the
earth after its death: Verily! That (Allah) shall indeaise the dead (on the Day
of Resurrection), and He is Able to do all things. (30103 He who creates
everything from the very beginning, and He shall repeat it (restoyefifthe Day
of Resurrection). (85:13)he Originator of the heavens and the earth; when He
decrees a matter, He only says to it: “Be!” — and it isL12) He is Allah the
Creator, the Evolver, the Bestower of forms, to Him belong the Meattgul
Names: all that is in the heavens and earth glorify Him ants e All-Mighty,
All-Wise. (59:24) How can you disbelieve in Allah seeing that yewenead and
He gave you life; then He will cause you to die, and again witigoyiou to life
(on the Day of Resurrection) and unto Him you will return. (2:28) $urdlah
will collect the hypocrites and disbelievers all together inl.Hé:140) And
Verily the Hour will come: there is no doubt about it, and CertaiAliah will
rise up and resurrect those who are in the graves. (22:7)
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Commentary

Humans, Jinn, animals and other living things comprise two components: the
body and the soul. The soul gives life to the body. Without the smibddy is
“useless.” Just like an electrical device is worthless witHmatteries or any
source of power. The difference is that the soul can tempobaritietached from

the body and it (the body) will still be alive. This happens dwslagp. A number

of systems like respiratory, circulatory and digestive contitmefunction
unabated. The reason is the soul is somewhat still connected to theDaadh
occurs when the soul leaves the body permanently. Who is respomsillesf
wonderful architecture?

It is He, who takes your souls by night (when you are asleep), and
has knowledge of all that you have done by day ... (6:60)

It is Allah who takes away the souls (of men) at the timéheir t
death, and those that die not, (He takes their souls) during their
sleep. He keeps those (souls) for (persons) whom He has ordained
death and sends (back) the rest (souls to their bodies) for a term
appointed. Verily, in this are signs for a people who think deeply.
(39:42)

Narrated Abu Qatadah: We slept and missed the prayer. The
Prophet (SAW) said: “Verily, Allah took your souls when He
willed and He returned them when He willed.” (Bukhari)

With all the advancements in anatomy and physiology, scientistsyet to
discover the true nature of the soul. What does it look like? Whéréocated? Is
it proportional to the size of the body or not? The answers to thesgomseand
more are known to God alone because He is the giver of life ansl itakeay
when He wills. More importantly, He is able to bring back te #éach and every
creature after its death even if it has been cremated, decayed oretistroy

Does man think that we cannot assemble His bones? Yes, We are
Able to put together in perfect order the very tips of his fiage
(75:3-4)

... “Who will give life to these bones when they have rotted away
and became dust?” Say (O Muhammad): “He will give them life
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Who created them for the first time! For He is Well-vdrse
every kind of creation.” (36:78-79)

Narrated Abu Hurairah: Allah’s Messenger (SAW) said that a
person among the earlier nations committed sin beyond measure
and when he was going to die, he left this will: (When I die), burn
my dead body and then cast them (the ashes) to the wind and in the
ocean. By Allah, if my Lord takes hold of me, He would torment
me as He has not tormented anyone else. They did as hekbds as
them to do. Allah said to the earth, “Return what you have taken.”
And he was thus restored (to his original form). Allah said to him,
“What prompted you to do this?” He said, “My Lord, it was (out
of) Your fear and You are well aware of it,” and Allah pardoned
him because of this. (Muslim)
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Translation

Our Lord is He who gave to each (created) thing its form andenatnd further,

gave (it) guidance (20:50) The Lord of the heavens and the eartH! dhdt as
between them, the All-Mighty, the Oft-Forgiving. (38:68 is indeed Oft-
forgiving, Most Merciful. (12:98, 39:53) Truly, He is the one who accepts
repentance, the Most Merciful. (2:37, 2:54) Truly Allah is one thatsbbut
(sins), and forgives (again and again). (58:2) And Allah is Ofti#oig Most
Forbearing (2:225, 5:101) All-Knower of the unseen and the seen, the Most Great,
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the Most High. (13:9) Our Lord will assemble us all together (@ Day of
Resurrection), then He will judge between us with truth; and Hees(Most
Trustworthy) All-Knowing Judge. (34:26) Truly, You are the Grantobaidinties
without measure. (3:8, 38:35) Verily, Allah is He who gives (8lljstenance,
Lord of power, Steadfast (for ever). (51:58) And it is Allah thatrekses or
increases (your provisions), and unto Him you shall return. (2:245) Gloty be
Him! He is self-sufficient; His are all things in the keas and on earth. (10:68)
O man! What has made you careless concerning your Lord, the Mostd@sis?
(82:6) Surely, my Lord is Guardian over all things. (11:57)

Commentary

This section underscores the forgiving attribute of God. He does notaogiye

totally and forgets about it, but forgives again and again as He. WMis
forgiveness knows no bounds. For that reason, no sin is “too big” for him to
pardon. We have read or heard of the Hadith in which the Prophet (SAW)
narrated the story of a man who killed one hundred people yet got tioy bfer
God. Note that he did not have the opportunity to actually seek God’s forgiveness,
since he died on his way to the town he was directed to do that. HovGa
forgave him for his good intention. Also, recall the case of the prostitute wieo gav
water to a thirsty dog. There was no evidence that afterwardepeated and
became righteous. Thus, we can safely assume that she continuetiewith
waywardness. Yet, God overlooked all her sins and pardoned her becauge of tha
singular act. Not because she prayed, fasted, or even repented!isMhat
common denominator here? God forgives whomsoever He wills (Muslimorer
Muslim) even if the person did not consciously ask for forgiveness. Bygdys
considers a virtuous deed he or she has done during his lifetime edndbe a

mere good intention since He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Forbearind, His Mercy
outweigh His Wrath.

Narrated Abu Hurairah: | heard the Messenger of Allah (SAW)
saying, “When Allah created the creatures, He wrote in the Book,
which is with Him over His Throne: Verily My Mercy prevails
over My Wrath.” (Bukhari and Muslim)

Narrated Abu Hurairah: Allah’s Messenger (SAW) said, “There
are one hundred (parts of) mercy for Allah and He has sent down
out of these one part of mercy upon the Jinns and human beings
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and the insects and it is because of this (one part) that they love
one another, show kindness to one another and even the beast
treats its young one with affection, and Allah has reservedyrine
nine parts of mercy with which He would treat His servants on the
Day of Resurrection.” (Muslim)

The lesson here is that we should not say, think or imagine thatiglsns, we

are the only ones entitled to God’s forgiveness due to thehiaicive have faith,
pray and fast; while atheists, idol worshippers and the like will be doomed in Hell.
You do not know what that atheist or so-calkafir has done ONLY ONCE and
God will forgive all his sins. In fact, he may enter Parabefere you because he
has no prayer or fast to account for.

The other side of the coin is that the way God totally forgivesloing a single
righteous act, He equally punishes for committing a “small, insignificant” evi

Narrated Abdullahbn Umar: The Prophet (SAW) said, “A woman
entered the (Hell) Fire because of a cat which she had tigldeme
giving it food nor setting it free to eat from the vermin of the
earth.” (Bukhari)

Narrated Abdullahbn Abbas: The Prophet (SAW) passed by two
graves. He said, “Both (the dead) are being punished, but they are
not being punished for a major (sin). One did not safeguard himself
from urine while the other carried tales.” He then called fisesh

twig and split it into two parts and planted one part on each grave
and said, “Perhaps their punishment may be mitigated as long as
the twigs remain fresh.” (Bukhari)

So, how many “minor” sins do we commit on a daily basis? Integgti we
assume that since they are not adultshyrk or taking alcohol, we are “safe.”
Note that this trio (in the two Hadith above) may have comditber sins but
they were being punished specifically for these “minor” ones wesad. Then,
what is the way out? We should constantly seek God’s forgivenesall four
major and minor sins, the intentional and unintentional ones.

Narrated Abu Hurairah: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said, “By
Allah, | seek for forgiveness from Allah and | repent to Him more
than seventy times in a day.” (Bukhari)
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Nuh (AS) equally counselled his people:

Ask forgiveness from your Lord; verily, He is Oft-Forgivirige

will send rain to you in abundance. And give you increase in
wealth and sons, and bestow on you gardens and bestow on you
rivers (of flowing water). (71:10-12)

The reader will realise that in this section, verses 3:8, 51:58, 2034H):68 in
which God’s attributes of abundance and sustenance were highlighted
strategically come immediately after those that describe &tributes of
forgiveness, forbearance and mercy. This is an interpretation of Nolinsel.
Forgiveness brings about all forms of wealth.

Now, how do we seek God’s forgiveness? There are several forimodaean

use. You are free to choose any. Note that it's not the numbyepefitions that
matters. It is the conviction, concentration, connection between you and God
while seeking forgiveness that counts. Btighfar done seventy-one times (the
smallest number that is “more than seventy”) with a high lefyebncentration is
better than ten thousand done heedlessly.
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Translation

When the event (i.e. the Day of Resurrection) happens. And therbecao
denying of its happening. (Many) will it bring low; (many) Witl exalt. (56:1-3)
And You endue with honour whom You will, and You humiliate whom You will.
(3:26) Blessed be the Name of your Lord, full of Majesty, bounty and honour
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(55:78) And certainly, it is We who give life, and cause death, anchi&/¢he
(ultimate) Inheritors. (15:23) (All) faces shall be humbled befétan) — the
Living, the Self-subsisting, Eternal; hopeless indeed willHgerhan that carries
iniquity (on his back). (20:111) The Most Gracious, the Most Compassionate.
(2:3) And Allah is full of kindness to those that serve Him. (2:207, 3:&0skhe

one that sends down rain (even) after (men) have given up all &iogescatters
His Mercy (far and wide); and He is the Protector, worthylbPraise. (42:28)

He is the Most Beneficent, in Him we believe, and in Him we quut trust.
(67:29) Truly, He is the Most Courteous and Generous, the Most Merciful.
(52:28) Certainly, my Lord is Most Merciful, Most Loving. (11:90) And Ke
Oft-Forgiving, full of love. (85:14) For my Lord is (always) neResponsive
(ready to answer pleas). (11:61)

Commentary

God exalts and belittles whom He wills both in this world and inHbeeafter.
Exaltation in this world can be defined as leadership, wealth, dmadth,

children, etc. while belitting may take the forms of servdnip;spoverty, iliness,
barrenness, and the like. On the other hand, in the hereaftertierafteeans
having the Mercy of God and being admitted into Paradise whilélibgliis

experiencing the wrath of God and finding oneself in the Hell Rra dinal

abode. The difference is that the former is a trial and thus may be tempbrary
the latter is not.

The interesting feature of such trial is that belief is astafeguard. Hence, one
may find himself in penury as a believer while his non-believieighbour is in
affluence. God says:

Do people think that they will be left alone because they sag “W
believe,” and they will not be tested? (29:2)

This trial or test of a believer may be in any of thesenforloftiness, lowliness,
loftiness then lowliness and lowliness then loftiness. Other pbssghiare
loftiness-lowliness-loftiness or lowliness-loftiness-lowlineskere is no escape
route. Every moment in a believer’s life is a trial, a tastexamination. Patience
and perseverance during the periods of lowliness as well as gratitddaodesty
at the times of loftiness are the answers needed to pass. Amdwhel is a
promotion in rank with God.
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Narrated Suhaib: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said, “How
wonderful is the affair of the believer, for his affairs ategaod,

and this applies to no one but the believer. If something good
happens to him, he is thankful for it and that is good for him. If
something bad happens to him, he bears it with patience and that is
good for him.” (Muslim)

As for disbelievers, their gratitude in loftiness or patiencetlier duration of
lowliness does not attract any reward from God. In fact, we harewarned not
to be jealous of their loftiness as it is temporary.

Let not the free disposal (and affluence) of the disbelieversghrou
the land deceive you. It is a brief enjoyment; then, their uleamat
abode is Hell; and evil indeed is that place for rest. (3:196-197)

And were it not that all mankind would have become of one
community (all disbelievers, desiring worldly life only), we waul
have provided for those who disbelieve in the Most Beneficent
(Allah), silver roofs for their houses, (silver) stair-ways amackh

to go up; and (silver) doors to their houses, and thrones (of silver)
on which they could recline; and adornments of gold. Yet all this
(i.e. the roofs, doors, stairs, elevators, thrones, etc.) would have
been nothing but an enjoyment of this world, the Hereatfter, in the
sight of your Lord is for the righteous. (43:33-35)

A believer is tried in order to expiate his sins in this woddhat on the Day of
Resurrection, he will be without any blemish, thus facilitating dmsry into
Paradise. In this regard, the more sins a believer commits, dres will be his
trials and tribulations. One may be tempted to say: “But | anamotrderer. | do
not take intoxicants.” Yes. But do you backbite? Do you delay obserang y
prayers? What about being dutiful to your parents and being respatosijmar
family? Are these not sins? As they say: little drops dfewanake the mighty
ocean.

Narrated Anasbn Malik: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said,
“When Allah intends good for His servant, He hastens the
punishment for him in this world. And when He intends evil for
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His servant, He withholds punishment for his sins until he appears
on the Day of Resurrection.” (Tirmidhi)
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Translation

Certainly, Allah takes careful account of all things. (4.86) andalAlis

All-Sufficient in taking account. (4:6, 33:39) On that Day (of Resativa), none

will be wronged in the least, nor will you be requited anythingepkithat which
you used to do. (36:54) In truth, You are the All-Knower, the All-Wise82R:
Verily, You are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. (2:129) Is Alkanot the best of
judges? (95:8) And Allah is ever a watcher over all things. (33:58)You are a
witness to all things. (5:117) It is Allah who is the All-Hearsit-Knower. (5:76)

Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer. (17:1) Sure¥ou are the All-Hearer,
the All-Knower. (2:127) He is the irresistible, (watching) framove over His
worshippers; and He is the Wise, acquainted with all things. (6:BE&ePbe to
Allah, to whom belong all things in the heavens and on earth: to Himalse

the Hereafter: and He is full of Wisdom, acquainted with all #irf84:1) For
Allah is Oft-forgiving, Most ready to appreciate (servicé}2:23) And He
surrounds (all the mysteries) that are with them, and takes acufoenvery single
thing. (72:28) Verily from those who transgress we shall exast)(Retribution.
(32:22)
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Commentary

In our conventional courts, the judge adjudicates based on how the prosecuting
and defending counsels are able to convince him. The implication ightnat
system is prone to injustice such that a criminal who hireafeydawyer may be
discharged and acquitted while an innocent person may be imprisoned. We have
heard of people who have spent 20 years or more behind bars and #tevas |
discovered that they were wrongly accused and sentenced. On thefDa
Resurrection, such blunders will not happen. This is because trenewitbr or
against man are overwhelming. First, God Knows, Hears and Sees all things.

And indeed We have created man, and We know what dark
suggestions his soul makes to him: for We are nearer to him than
(his) jugular vein. (50:16)

Secondly, He has assigned Ragib and Atid to record all our actions.

Behold, two receivers (guardian angels) receive (each human being
after he or she has attained the age of puberty), one ttinige

right and one on the left (to note his or her actions). Not a word
does he (or she) utter, but there is a watcher by him redady (
record it). (50:17-18)

Also, because man has an innate predisposition to argue and dertg despi
availability of proof, his mouth will be sealed.

That day, We shall seal up their mouths, and their hands will speak
to Us, and their legs will bear witness to what they used to do.
(36:65)

Judgement on that day will be thorough. No stone will be left unturned. iBve
this world, if a law enforcement officer will THOROUGHLY doshjob, only a

few people will come out clean. A friend who works with the Federal Road Safety
Commission once said that assuming a brand new car should hit tHeoroaah
assembly plant or a showroom, if they were to do their work comprehensively, the
car is supposed to be impounded. We were amazed. He said that osenat ha
plate number and it is an offence to ply the road without one. Twas ihdndire
extinguisher; that is not factory installed. In fact, how maays chave fire
extinguishers? To be sure, the Nigeria Highway Code (Sectiordtijres all
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vehicles to have eleven items at all times. These incluge did kit, water, a
touch light and a spare fan belt. | believe even the official ieebicthe President
does not have a spare fan belt. Likewise, on the Day of Resurratti@od
decides to do an exhaustive judgement, no one will pass.

Narrated Aisha: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said, “Be

deliberate in worship, draw near to Allah and give glad tidings.
Verily, none of you will enter Paradise because of his deeds
alone.” They said, “Not even you O Messenger of Allah?” The

Prophet said, “Not even me, unless Allah grants me mercy from
himself. Know that the most beloved deed to Allah is that which is
done regularly even if it is small. (Bukhari)

However, this does not mean that we should be reckless concerning the
observance of good deeds. This is because they are a prerequib@ihgy or
obtaining the mercy of God. Supposing you were a teacher and the pfsma
your course is 50%, how will you “assist” or as they say, “upgradaidest with

0% score? That will be catastrophic. But if he had a betesbe has a better
chance of being assisted.

Narrated Abu Hurairah: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said, “The
first action of which a servant of Allah will be held accourgatnh

the Day of Resurrection will be his prayers. If they areroeng

then he will have prospered and succeeded. If they are lacking,
then he will have failed and lost. If there is something defeative
his obligatory prayers, then the Almighty Lord will say: ‘Semy
servant has any voluntary prayers that can complete what is
insufficient in his obligatory prayers.” The rest of his actionk

be judged in the same way.” (Tirmidhi)

This is one of the most misquoted Hadith. You will often hear peoplé. salf
there is something defective in his obligatory prayers, therAtimghty Lord
will say: ‘See if my servant has angward that can complete what is insufficient
in his obligatory prayers.’...” Note that what is missing is obligatory grayp it's
logical to use its kind (voluntary prayers) to augment, not justenmard In this
regard, if there is an oversight in obligatory fast, voluntary fak be used to
supplement it. The same goes for Hajj and Zakat.
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Using our previous analogy of you being a teacher, if your studerdgss80% in
Mathematics and 80% in Geography; given that Mathematzsde course and
50% is the pass mark, how will you assist him supposing you were in a position to
do so? For the fact that he has done extremely well in Geoggraph you
transfer 20% from it and add it to Mathematics? That willabeinsult to the
teaching profession. The only sensible thing to do is to look for unreceveedts

such as assignments and quizzes IN MATHEMATICS to augment the shortfall.

The point | want to drive home is that the quality of our voluntary psasfeould
be the same as our obligatory prayers. It is common to see pmp@Eentrate
while performing obligatory prayers, but when it comes to voluntargs, they
exhibit an I-don’t-care attitude. In 30 seconds, someone will compl2teaka’at
prayer. Is that what you want to be used to supplement your obligatorgrs on
the Day of Resurrection?
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Translation

Allah is the Creator of all things; He is the One, theslstéble. (13:16) O Allah!

Lord of power (and rule), You give power to whom You please, and You strip off
power from whom You please: You endue with honour whom You please, and
You humiliate whom You please. (3:26) That is because Allah — He i$ruth,

the Reality; and those besides Him whom they (the polytheistske (besides
Him) are but vain falsehood: Verily Allah He is the Most Hitlie Most Great.
(22:62) What Allah out of His Mercy do bestow on Mankind there is nehe)(

can withhold; what He do withhold, there is none (who) can grant, &pant
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him; and He is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. (35:2) Allah isryeGracious and
kind to his slaves. He gives provisions to whom He wills; and H&aasAll-
Strong, the All-Mighty. (42:19) Verily, Allah is the All-ProvideOwner of
power, the Most strong. (51:58) And Allah is Able to do everything. (18#g)
above all is Allah, the true King. (20:114, 23:116) Master of the Day of Judgment.
(1:4)

Commentary

Just like power, God gives wealth to whom He pleases and sefr@® whom

He wishes. Thus, there is nothing wrong with seeking to be blesdegawer or
wealth from God. However, in an attempt to plead for wealth, therityapf us
misfire. This is because we err in interpreting the ward. Rizq (in Arabic) or

arzigi (in Hausa) means sustenance, livelihood, nourishment, daily bread,
something just enough to keep you afloat. You may not always have money on
you but one way or the other, you will manage to satisfy your négdsmes,

you may resort to borrowing; nevertheless, God will make th&yraent easy for

you.

Narrated Aisha: Allah’s Messenger (SAW) bought some foodstuff
(barley) from a Jew on credit and mortgaged his iron armour to
him. (Bukhari)

To buttress this definition, in the story of Maryam (3:37), God saidneser
Zakariyya visits her in her sanctuary, he finds her suppliednzghsustenance)!

In a broader sensejzq refers to good health, safety, being employed, etc.
Therefore, if you are interested in acquiring properties or hdetagf money in
your bank account, and you keep prayingriog, you have taken the wrong lane.
What you should supplicate for is (in Arabmjpal (in English) wealth, fortune,
riches, affluence, assets, (in Haudakiya That is why God says:

Al-maalu (wealth)wal banuna(and children) are the adornments
of the life of this world ... (18:46)

Wa tunhibbunal maalgand you love wealth) with undue love
(89:20)

And their Prophet (Shamweel, Samuel) said to them, “Indeed
Allah has appointed Talut (Saul) as a king over you.” They said,
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“How can he be a king and exercise authority over us whenave ar
better fitted than him to be kingsa lam yu’ta sa’tun minal maali
(and he is not even gifted with wealth in abundance)?” ... (2:247)

Thus, the choice is yours. Which one do you prefféa@l or rizq? Remember that
the former comes with responsibilities such as giving out zakathkBbreason, a
number of people are comfortable with having just enough or @ dittbve their
needs.

A point to note is thatlu’a is unlike other actions that are judged according to
intention. In other words, let's say one intends to do X and ends up ddiyg Y
mistake, God accepts the Y and gives the reward of doing X. For instance,

Narrated Abu Hurairah: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) s&d.:
man (from amongst the people before you) said: ‘Indeed! | will
give in charity.” So he took hiSadagahout and (unknowingly)
placed it in the hand of a thief. In the morning people talked (about
this incident) and said: ‘Sadagah was given to a thief last night.’
The man said: ‘O Allah! Praise be to You. | have gi$aadlagalto

a thief. Indeed, | will give in charity” So he took Hadagahout

and he placed it (unknowingly) in a prostitute’s hand. In the
morning people talked (about this incident) and sa8hdaqgah
was given to a prostitute last night.” On hearing this, the ra@h s
‘Praise be to You, O Allah! | gav®adaqalto a prostitute. Indeed,

| will give in charity!” So he took hiSadagahout and placed it in

a rich man’s hand. In the morning people talked (about this
incident) and said:Sadagahwas given to a rich man last night.’
The man said: ‘O Allah! Praise be to You (for helping me) give
charity to a thief, a prostitute and a rich man.’ Then he had a dream
in which he was told that hiSadagahto the thief might result in

his refraining from his theft, hiSadagahto the prostitute might
help her abstain from her immorality, and Badagahto the rich
man might help him pay heed and spend from what Allah had
bestowed upon him.” (Bukhari)

As for du'a, you get exactly what you request for. If you are in need oh& a
erroneously say Y, you get Y. Meaning, if your desirm&al and you have been
asking forrizg, you are givemizg. Your intention formaalis inconsequential.
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Narrated Aisha: Allah’s Messenger (SAW) said, “If anyohgou

feels drowsy while praying, he should go to bed (sleep) till his

slumber is over because in praying while drowsy, one does not
know whether one is praying for forgiveness or for a bad thing for

oneself.” (Bukhari)

Who intentionally wants evil to befall him? No one | believe. Herte
interpretation of the Hadith is that even drowsiness is not amsexahen one
substitutes evil for good while praying. He gets the evil. Todayuraber of
people are wayward as a result of their parents’ curse. Ofezauwsparent will
deliberately do that. But because at one time or the other thatp@as angry,
instead of “insulting” the child, he/she ends up cursing. Given thadiutze of
parents is accepted by God instantaneously, the effect of the lwegses to
manifest on the child. The parenitgention of “I just wanted to scold him/her”
is immaterial. Therefore, as parents, we should not utter negatwes even
when angry. We should take a cue from the mother of Sheikh Al-Kalbani, the first
black man to lead prayers at the Grand Mosque of Ka'bah. Aslea doy,
whenever she was angry at him, she will say, “May Allah guae \nd make
you the Imam of the Ka’bah!” God answered Hata and Al-Kalbani attained a
position that was hitherto an exclusive preserve of pure-blooded Arabs.
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Translation
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Compassionate.

Praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. The Mosidig the

Most Compassionate. Master of the Day of Judgement. You (Alonajonghip,

and from You (Alone) we seek for help. Guide us to the Straight Path. The Path of
those whom You have bestowed Your Grace, not (the Path) of thoseawho e
Your anger, nor of those who go astray. (1:1-7)

Commentary

We have discussed the significance of Suratul Fatiha as thegpipatising and
thanking God. In any situation we find ourselves — good, bad or ugly +eve a
expected to praise and thank God because that is the best condition we ought to be
at that moment since He Knows what we do not know. Thus, supposing you end
up not marrying that beautiful, intelligent and respectful lady grayosed to, do

not blame her “stupid” uncle, “useless” mother or “wicked” father. If heriage

to you were to be the best at that particular time and God htisede, no one

would have been able to stop it.

More often than not, God wants us to learn some lessons by lettipgsss
through misfortunes. And these lessons are so special that theyt tee learned

in good times. For example, one tends to know his true friends duyimg tr
periods. Also, hidden talents that hitherto were not known to exist ordeoed
unimportant are explored and put into good use. As they say: sometimes, it takes a
disaster to wake us up and make us realise the blessings we have.

Someone | know could not get admission into any higher institution after
completing his secondary school because he failed Mathematose(gubject).
As a result, he studied Mathematics so hard that it became his favourité.dabjec
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his second attempt, he passed with distinction. He ended up obtaining both
Bachelor’'s and Master’s Degrees in Mathematics. Anothesedia whole school
session due to a paucity of funds. He used the opportunity to stpririag
religious knowledge. He has since written a few books on differgrdcts of
Shari’ah. So, for every misfortune that befalls us, there is an tojigrready to

be explored — the reason we should be grateful to God at such times.
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Translation

Say: “I seek refuge with (Allah) the Lord and Cherishemahkind. The King of
mankind. The God of mankind. From the mischief of the whisperer of ieuil (
Devil), who withdraws (after his whisper). Who whispers into thertbeaf
mankind. Among Jinns and among men.” (114:1-6) Say: “I seek refuge with
(Allah) the Lord of the dawn. From the mischief of what He hasted. And
from the mischief of darkness as it overspreads. And from the miiswhihose
who practice secret arts when they blow in the knots. And from ibehraf of

the envious one when He envies.” (113:1-5)

Commentary

God’s attribute of protection is portrayed in these two chapterssadfe refuge

with Him to protect us from all evil. As far as you are breahisomebody
somewhere is not happy with you. His wish is that some misfortune dshoul
happen to you. And his person may be very close to you — a child, a spouse, a
parent. Hence, we are enjoined to seek God’'s protection at all fimesot a
celebrated level of belief to be carefree and trust in God foegiron without

taking any proactive measures.

Narrated Anagsbn Malik: A man said, “O Messenger of Allah,
should | tie my camel and trust in Allah, or should | leave her
untied and trust in Allah?” The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said,
“Tie her and trust in Allah.” (Tirmidhi)
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Note thatdu’a for protection does not ward off destiny, but it minimizes itscéffe
For example, a fire outbreak that should have burnt down a house médygcist a
a room. Was there a fire incident as destined? Yes. What mdpeitude? Far
less than intended.
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Translation

Say: “He is Allah, the One and Only. Allah, the Eternal, Absold&begets not,
nor was He begotten. And there is none co-equal or comparable to(hird:1-
4) Allah, there is no god but He; the Living, the Self-subsistirigrnal. (3:2)
Allah, the true King, the Reality: there is no god but He, thel lobithe Supreme
Throne. (23:116) There is no god but He, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise5;(3:
3:18) Allah, there is no god but He, the Ever-Living, the Self-$uata upon
whom everything depends; neither slumber nor sleep overtake HirthaAlis in
the heavens and the earth belong to Him; who is there that caredd#en His
presence? (No one) except with His permission; He knows (thdsdefgivhat
happens to them (His creatures) in this world and what will mafipthem in the
Hereafter; and they will not comprehend anything of His knogéeexcept that
which He wills; His Throne extends over the heavens and the eadhieafeels
no fatigue in guarding and preserving them; and He is the Most, Hing
Supreme. (2:255)
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Commentary

Anything that is considered sacred, having the power to inflict harattct
benefit to an individual, be it an animal, object, human or non-human, living or
non-living, visible or invisible; is a god. These verses emphasis®leging or
worshipping any other god apart from God is a fallacy, a miragegam while
submitting oneself to God is the reality, the truth AeHagqg A commentator
said:HAQQ s an abbreviation (taking the first letters each) of the a#fimbutes

of God,HayyuandQayyumu

Another interpretation is that this world, its luxuries and hardshpsaadream
while the hereafter is the truth, the reality.

And the life of this world is nothing but play and amusement. But
far better is the home in the Hereafter for those who anéeogs.
Will you not then understand? (6:32)

Narrated Abdullanbn Mas’'ud: The Messenger of Allah (SAW)

laid down upon a reel mat and it left marks on his side. When he
woke up, | started wiping his side and said, “O Messenger of
Allah, why do you not let us spread something on top of this mat
for you?” The Prophet said, “What is the world to me? What am |
to the world? Verily, the example of this world and myself i$ tha

of a rider who seeks shade under a tree, then he moves on and
leaves it behind.” (Ahmad)

Imam Al-Ghazzali in his book Alchemy of Happiness presented a patabl
illustrate the deceitfulness of this world:

“Suppose a ship arrives at a certain wooded island. The captain of
the ship tells the passengers he will stop a few hours therehatnd t
they can go on shore for a short time, but warns them not to delay
too long. Accordingly, the passengers disembark and stroll in
different directions. The wisest, however, return after a shoe, tim
and, finding the ship empty, choose the most comfortable places in
it. A second band of the passengers spend a somewhat longer time
on the island, admiring the foliage of the trees and listeninigeto t
song of the birds. Coming on board, they find the best places in the
ship already occupied, and have to content themselves with the less
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comfortable ones. A third party wander still farther, and, finding
some brilliantly coloured stones, carry them back to the ship. Their
lateness in coming on board compels them to stow themselves
away in the lower parts of the ship, where they find their loads of
stones, which by this time have lost all their brilliancy, venych

in their way. The last group go so far in their wanderings tet t

get quite out of reach of the captain’s voice calling them toecom
on board, and at last, he has to sail away without them. They
wander about in a hopeless condition and finally either perish of
hunger or fall as prey to wild beasts. The first group repreiemts
faithful who keep aloof from the world altogether and the last
group the infidels who care only for this world and nothing for the
next. The two intermediate classes are those who preserve their
faith, but entangle themselves more or less with the vanities of
things present.”
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Translation

You make the night to enter into the day, and You make the day to roténe

night (i.e. increase and decrease in the hours of the night and thdubDag
winter and summer), You bring the living out of the dead, and You bengead

out of the living; and You give wealth and sustenance to whom You please,
without limit. (3:27) He knows all that goes into the earth, anchall tomes out
thereof; and all that comes down from the sky and all that astesidso and He

is the Most Merciful, the Oft-Forgiving. (34:2) It is He who ha®ated the
heavens and the earth in truth, and on the Day (of Resurrection)liHsayv

88



“Be!” and it shall become; His word is the truth; His will the dominion on the
Day when the trumpet will be blown; All-Knower of the unseen andéesn; He
is the All-Wise, Well-Aware (of all things). (6:73)

Commentary

God is the Creator of the heavens and the earth and all that thencont
Sometimes in the process of creation, He defies normalcy. We katva tseed
germinates its kind. For example, white maize seeds give cobargéngtwhite
maize. Same thing with red maize. However, this tradition isdtbatt times.
When you eat a foreign variety of mango like Tommy Atkins, if yountpthe
seed in Nigeria, the resulting tree will produce a local wariétmango, not
Tommy! In order to get Tommy, a mango seedling (any varietyjchbe grafted
with a Tommy scion. The process is a bit technical.

In the year 2010, a Nigerian couple living in the UK gave birth taog bal with

white skin, blue eyes and blonde hair. Doctors confirmed that she was not
albino. Both parents were dark-skinned and they had two other dark-skinned
children. In the case of twins, God may decide to make them idenicat
identical or conjoined. Therefore, God creates whatever He likelsowtit
necessarily following a template.
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Translation

Praise be to Allah, to whom belong all things in the heavens and o) idetis
all Praises in the Hereafter; and He is the All-Wise, AkAware. (34:1) Our
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Lord! Verily, it is You who will gather mankind together on theydout which
there is no doubt; for Allah never fails in His promise. (3:9) GllICreator of

the heavens and the earth, Knower of all that is hidden and open;atishat

will judge between Your servants in those matters about which they havedliffer
(39:46) O Allah! Lord of power (and rule), You give power to whom You please,
and You strip off power from whom You please: You endue with honour whom
You please, and You humiliate whom You please; in Your Hand isoalil;g
verily, You are able to do all things. (3:28hd He is the Irresistible, above his
slaves; and He is the All-Wise, Well-acquainted with all thif{g§sl8) To Allah

we belong, and to Him is our return. (2:156)

Commentary

On the Day of Judgement, God will resurrect Jinns, mankind and aramals
judge accordingly amongst them due to the freewill they enjoyed dilvémngstay
on earth. Angels will also be resurrected but will continue tleerice to God as
He pleases. All our deeds shall be scrutinized. Those who pasdehed into
paradise in convoys while those who fail shall be thrown into theliaenefully.
The inhabitants of paradise will live therein like kings.

And when you look there (in Paradise), you will see a delight (that
cannot be imagined), and a great kingdom. (76:20)

On that day, our private and public lives will be appraised. Those whoCxbe
and His Messenger both in public and private will be the heirs bkihgdom.
Some of us commit atrocities in private and publicly obey the commamd of
God. For instance, taking alcohol, mutilating the Quran or engaiginritual
killings, and yet occupying the first row in the mosque or sponsoongtess
people to perform the pilgrimage. This is hypocrisy.

Verily, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depths of theefFimo
helper will you find for them. (4:145)

Another category is those who do evil in private and publicly do the.sEmsis
the apex of shamelessness. They often forget that God canheeidevés at any
time. Finally, those who are virtuous in private but publicly are oman A
handful of ladies that we see dress immodestly and mingle fradlymen are
very ethical in private. They will usually be identified as waydvdue to their
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behaviour in public. This is not the practice of the Prophet (SAW) anddtile
companions. They are virtuous both in private and public.

e BBl BB 1 ity B ¥ 3 G el a3l o5
g“éj‘&:'g';fji”j /TLS'; ‘g_)) ;L“JJ'J.J JRSJ)s )GM\/ LSLQ_;—\

“ £

Jek—& Lg &-J‘—"}J-’ L;L}J‘j 0 LA-\_A@ ‘ o; ‘ :5 ‘j (_5—1/93 Z‘S_l_/c - 5 OF

2 };

ora_ﬁ-o\ujdusj.c\j u«.ﬁaLMJ\uJﬁuﬁJu;}c\uj a2l

\

Translation

O my Lord! Let my entry be by the gate of truth and honour, &egvise my exit

by the gate of truth and honour; and grant me from Your presence amitgith

aid me. (17:80) O my Lord! Make me one who performs regular pragd also
(raise such) among my offspring; Our Lord! And accept my invoca(14:40) O

my Lord! Inspire and bestow upon me the power and ability that | mgyabeful

for Your favours which You have bestowed on me and on my parents, and that |
may do righteous good deeds that will please You, and admit me byWéayay
among Your righteous slaves. (27:19) O My Lord! | seek refuge withfitm

the whisperings and suggestions of the evil ones. And | seek refuggowit My

Lord! Lest they should come near me. (23:97-98)

Commentary

One of the qualities that make tlenmahof Muhammad (SAW) stands out
among theummahof other messengers is that we enjoin others to do good and
forbid evil.

You are the best of peoples evolved for mankind; you enjoin what
is right, forbid what is wrong, and believe in Allah ... (3:110)

We were told that many years ago if you reprimand a child, hsng{a) will

come to your house and thank you. Nowadays, a lot of parents will delen

for doing that: “what is your business with my child?” So $terting point for
most of us who are not preachers is to begin admonishment from oediaten
families. EverRasul(SAW) was instructed to do so.
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And admonish your nearest kindred. (26:214)

It is not uncommon to see a father performing ablution and goirtgetsmbsque

to observeSubhprayer while his children are sleeping. This is where Caristi

are better than us. On Sundays, even a toddler will be dressed and taken to church.
On our part, we consider a 3-year-old child too young to go to the mdsguee

is not too young to be enrolled in nursery school.

Also, parents nowadays are shy about discussing religious maitargheir
children. When was the last time you discussed prostrations of fdrgpet$
(Qabli andBa’adi) with your family members? The situation is so bad that most
young girls who see their menstrual cycles for the fise do not know how to
perform religious bath. The serious ones contact friends for guidanes. told

of a lady who called a male classmate to teach her. Helseprocedure to her

via text message. The carefree ones simply clean up and cqmtayureg; parents

do not care. The assumption is that “they will be taught all thieisgs in
Islamiyya so | don't need to bother.” This excuse does not hold water because
our children no longer enjoy the complete normal 2 Hskamiyyaperiod (4pm

to 6pm). No thanks to proprietors of private schools who have introduced
“compulsory lessons” after school closing hours. So, instead of 2pm, student
now close between 3pm and 4pm. Those preparing for Junior or Senior School
Certificate Examinations close by 6pm. When the children gét bame, they

are hungry and exhausted. The courageous ones still manage tositerigya

for an hour or thereabout. Others have made it a weekend affartlaycare too
“busy” Mondays through Fridays.

Summary: We have a responsibility as parents to teach ourdartiik basics of
Ibadah— purification (ablution, religious bath), prayer (how to performhihgs
that nullify it, how to correct it in the event of forgetfulnesstc. irrespective of
whether they were/will be taught &lamiyya or not provided we want to be
counted amongst ...

Those who believe and whose families follow them in Faith, to
them we shall unite (them with) their families (in the sa\ar in
Paradise); and we shall not decrease the reward of their aeeds i
anything ... (52:21)
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Translation

Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents, and (all) the believers on the Day when the
reckoning will be established. (14:41) My Lord! Bestow on them Yourcilas

they cherished me in childhood. (17:24) My Lord! Forgive and have Mércy

You are the best of those who show mercy. (23:118) The Creator of trenkea
and the earth! You are my Protector in this world and in the Hergeahuse me

to die as a Muslim and unite me with the righteous. (12:101) | do hop#that
Lord will guide me to the straight path. (28:22) O My Lord! Trulyarh in
(desperate) need of whatever good that You bestow on me. (28:24)

Commentary

There are two ways of seeking God’s forgiveness: employ athedbrmulae of
istighfar or increase the observance of good deeds. Technically, both are the
same. Supposing a person has 2 good deeds and 2 bad deeds in his account, his
score sheet will read 2-2. If his bad deeds were to be forgivenrasult of

istighfar he engages in, his score sheet will become 2-0. On the other hand, if he
were to increase his good deeds to 4, the score sheet would be @HBciple,

it's the same as 2-0. Note that admission into Paradise is nta theabsence of

sins at all, but good deeds should outweigh the bad ones.

.. Verily, the good deeds get rid of the evil deeds (i.e. snma).s
That is a reminder for the mindful ... (11:114)

Narrated Abdullahbn Amr: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said,
“There are two practices that will admit a Muslim into Pasadf

he preserves them both. They are easy although those who practice
them are few. It is to glorify Allah ten times and to praidah ten

times and to exalt Allah ten times at the end of every préayett,
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is one hundred and fifty upon the tongue but one thousand five
hundred upon the scale. And it is to glorify Allah thirty-three ime
and to praise Allah thirty-three times and to exalt Allah yHiour
times when going to sleep, for it is one hundred upon the tongue
and one thousand upon the scale. So which of you would commit
two thousand five hundred sins in a day?” ... (Ahmad)

In this Hadith, we are encouraged to re@wbhanal LahAlhamdulil Lahand
Allahu Akbarten times each after each prayer and 100 times altogethme bef
sleeping so as to acquire extra 2,500 rewards that will be useadllsptec‘cancel
out” 2,500 sins from our account daily.

Then, which of these two methods of seeking forgiveness should weaits&ulc
Both! Using our analogy above, such a person (who adopts the two metlilbds) w
end up having a score sheet of 4-0 from the initial 2-2.

A noteworthy approach is to seek God’'s forgiveness not only for oussblue
also for our parents whether they are still alive or not. AsPttephet (SAW)
stated: “When a man dies, his deeds come to an end except forcéaeeless
charity, beneficial knowledge or a righteous child who prays for him.” (Muslim)

As a parent, what effort have you made to straighten the mentdligyour
children so that they realise the importance of praying for withhlout being
forced to do so? Of course, mere telling them is worthless. Dlogit to
subconsciously feel that it is a duty upon them to do so. This is sogetihithe
millions or billions of dollars you leave behind for them cannot guaeeabécause
while you are in the grave answering questions, they are busy spendingrtag
and going on vacations. If you are lucky, they will organise 3-dayy/ata40-
daydu’a for you. And that is all. | am not implying that such sessiondate but
| have a problem with the INTENTION of the attendees.

We know that actions are judged by intention. Thus, no matter how good an
action is, if the intention of doing it is flawed, there via# no reward for it with
God.

Narrated Abu Hurairah: | heard the Prophet (SAW) say, “TIsé fir
of people against whom judgment will be pronounced on the Day
of Resurrection will be a man who died a martyr. He will be
brought and Allah will make known to him His favours and he will
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recognize them. (The Almighty) will say: ‘And what did you do
about them?’ He will say: ‘I fought for you until | died a martyr

He will say: ‘You have lied. You did but fight that it might bedsai

(of you): He is courageous. And so it was said.” Then he will be
ordered to be dragged along on his face until he is cast into Hell-
fire. (Another) will be a man who has studied (religious)
knowledge and has taught it and who used to recite the Quran. He
will be brought and Allah will make known to him His favours and
he will recognize them. (The Almighty) will say: ‘And what did
you do about them?’ He will say: ‘I studied (religious) knowledge
and | taught it and | recited the Quran for Your sake.” He sai

‘You have lied. You did but study (religious) knowledge that it
might be said (of you): He is learned. And you recited the Quran
that it might be said (of you): He is a reciter. And soaswgaid.’
Then he will be ordered to be dragged along on his face until he is
cast into Hell-fire. (Another) will be a man whom Allah had made
rich and to whom He had given all kinds of wealth. He will be
brought and Allah will make known to him His favours and he will
recognize them. (The Almighty) will say: ‘And what did you do
about them?’ He will say: ‘I left no path (untrodden) in which You
like money to be spent without spending in it for Your sake.” He
will say: ‘You have lied. You did but do so that it might be said (of
you): He is open-handed. And so it was said.” Then he will be
ordered to be dragged along on his face until he is cast into Hell-
fire.” (Muslim)

Now, the attendees of 3-day, 7-day or 40-da\a can be categorised into 4 based
on their intentions:

1. The predators: Those who intend to get some material bendfi¢s gitcash
or kind. “It's Alhaji so-and-so’s 40-dagiu’a. | know a lot of goodies will be
distributed. | have to get my own share.”

2. For-the-roll-call: Those who attend to register their presefdet of us are
guilty of this. “If | am not seen there, | will be regarded @zhen relationship
with the deceased) as a bad, careless, ungrateful, or insensitive person.”
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3. The reporters: They want to witness first-hand whatever widpba so that
they can boast in the midst of friends, “I was there. So-and-sotlveaone
who came in such-and-such a car. Don’t argue with me. | was there.”

4. The righteous: Their intention is solely to pray for the deced8é&d. do you
think will fall into this fourth group? Those who will attend not for the
goodies to be shared; not interested in recognition and whose objsatiot |
to report events. Friends? Colleagues? Business associatesBul @sst a
handful of them. The most likely are one’s children. That is whyPtiogphet
(SAW) said, “... or a righteous child who prays for him.”
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Translation

We believe in Allah, and the Revelation given to us, and to Abratsimalel,
Isaac, Jacob, and the Tribes, and that given to Moses and Jesumtagidein to
(all) the Prophets from their Lord: we make no distinction betveesnof them:
and to Him we have submitted (in Islam). (2:136) We believe iabAland in
what has been revealed to us and what was revealed to Abrahanel)dsas,
Jacob, and the Tribes, and what was given to Moses, Jesus, atite(BHpphets,
from their Lord: we make no distinction between any of them, andirto W

have submitted (in Islam). (3:84)

Commentary

One of the articles of Faith is belief in all Messengers ofl.GNot all of them
were mentioned in the Quran. They were sent to guide us untdréighs path
which is obeying the commandments of God and resisting the téongtaf the
Devil. He who does as instructed gets rewarded by God. Howhigeretvard is
subject to one’s level of faith. Hence, those blessed with a highdévaith will
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have more rewards for doing the same act of worship compared te wiitie a
lower level of faith.

Narrated Abu Sa’'id: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said, “Do not
revile my companions, for if one of you were to spend (in charity)
the equivalent of (Mount) Uhud in gold, the reward would not be
up to a handful which one of them (gives out in charity) or even
half of it.” (Bukhari)

So, how do we maximise our reward given that our faith is weakethias of the
companions and earliest generations of Muslims and we are comfmatitige
same Paradise? Set up a system that will be generatvagdefor us even after
our death.

Narrated Abu Hurairah: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said,
“When a man dies, his deeds come to an end except for three:
ceaseless charity, beneficial knowledge or a righteous child who
prays for him.” (Muslim)

Ceaseless charity means doing an act of goodness such theswidue is
continuous. For example, buying a mat for a mosque. You will reteatesame
reward as anyone who prays on the mat. However, when it wears @uhor
longer used, the reward ceases. Thus, in order to guarantee a contiowoois f
rewards, the charity needs to have a long lifespan. Also, it does not have to benefit
Muslims only. Planting trees, constructing a road, bridge or dyajr@ocuring a
transformer, establishing and equipping a health care centwwikktoenefit both
Muslims and non-Muslims. So, which one will you single-handedly or in
collaboration with family and friends embark upon? Our teacher fréigue
reminds us to make sure that we leave behind a FUNCTIONAdetess charity
before we die.

More often than not, “beneficial knowledge” is considered to beMialams or
instructors who teach the Quran, Hadith and other religious sciddoes.since

we are not so knowledgeable or do not have students who learn from us, how do
we take advantage of this “beneficial knowledge?” There are many ways:

1. Make theMalam who directly teaches students to be comfortable so that he
will have undivided attention in carrying out this wonderful task. Ifitogiya
car, motorcycle or clothes is too expensive; at least we cardprbun with
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food items once in a while. Not cooked food or leftovers but a bag&f
maize or any grain, carton of spaghetti/macaroni, gallons of/gedondnut

oil, and so on. Because we do not do this andvthlam has to eat and take
care of his family, that is whislamiyyafees were introduced. This varies
from one Islamiyya to another;=N50 every Wednesday, N500 per month,
AN3,000 per term, etc. Is this up to what we spend on airtime onéttéata?

Yet parents do not pay. But we spend thousands, hundreds of thousands, or
even millions to pay school fees. If tMalam decides to react by sending the
defaulting students home or refuses to teach them, parents will toegell:

“This Malamis just interested in making money. Is it fisabilil Lah again?”

As a result, the more we contribute our quota in both cash and kind for the
upkeep and comfort dflalams(who teach students sincerely), the more we
are sowing the seeds of ceaseless charity through “beneficial kneviledg

2. Assisting students in acquiring various religious sciences byasirg books
and clothes for them. They can also be given scholarships to study in local and
international institutions.

3. Writing and publishing scholarly books. Imagine the multitudes of msvar
the author oAkhdariis getting every day. Millions of people are reading and
benefiting from the book. However, if you are not a writer, you maiddeo
sponsor the printing or reprinting of books.

4. Establish a mini-library at home. Books do not easily get damadph w
properly stored; and hopefully, they will outlive you. Thus, you will be
rewarded whenever anyone reads them. | am a beneficiary ofatay
grandfather’s collection. And the good thing is that one can steall.SAll it
takes is to buy one book after evelymu’at prayer from booksellers at or
around the mosque. In one year, you have 52 books; in two years, 104 books!
Conversely, if you prefer to collect more expensive books from onhde a
offline bookstores, this can be done once a quarter. That is 4 bookgam.a y
One of these can be 9 volumes Sdihih Bukhari (Arabic/English). In 10
years, you have 40 (volumes of) books. Mind you, these books may not
necessarily be in Arabic. Most religious texts have been #imadklinto
English and other languages.

Du’a of a righteous child which is the third element in the Hadith hasn be
discussed in the previous section.
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Translation

Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens and of the earth; never shalalivupon any

god other than him; if we did, we should indeed have uttered an enormity in
disbelief. (18:14) Glory be to You, we have no knowledge except what You have
taught us. Indeed, You are the All-Knower, the All-Wise. (2:32) O Qurd!
Certainly, You know what we conceal and what we reveal; nothing on the earth or
in the heaven is hidden from Allah. (14:38) And why should we not belreve i
Allah and in that which has come to us of the Truth? And we wisiCihatord

will admit us (in Paradise on the Day of Resurrection) alorty thie righteous
people. (5:84)

Commentary

Knowledge was the theme of the first five verses of the Qtinainwere revealed

to the Holy Prophet (SAW). This means that Muslims are encoutagseek all
types of knowledge — with no exception. This is because no knowlsdgyd or

bad in itself; it is the way it is applied that makesppalling. For example, an
atomic bomb is manufactured using principles of nuclear physics. tBaesiake

the study of nuclear physitsranf? The same nuclear physics is used to generate
electricity through nuclear energy. And this is considerecckb@nest and safest
energy source because nuclear power plants do not produce gas emissions.
Supposing you were a medical student and your professor startsctssdis
abortion and how it's done, will you walk out of the class? Thatheilthe most
stupid thing to do. There are instances where abortion is allow@&daiah So,

if you deliberately refuse to pay attention because you arg teiight harant,

how will you handle the situation when there is a valid reason tg oat the
procedure?
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A number of Muslims consider metrological reports as “lies.” idget that
some sectors like aviation heavily rely on these forecastdtheewving the lives
of millions of air travellers. That is why if a bad weatleendition is evident or
predicted, flights are often delayed or diverted from their degimairport to
another. Also, it is common to see prayer-time calendars hung ouesand our
homes. We can use mobile applications to determine the days Rafasidean|
commence for the next ten years. Have we ever wondered how theseadd
times were arrived at? They are based on astronomicalaizns. Though these
predictions may not be 100% accurate, the point is that any type,ofr field of
knowledge and its adherents should not be despised. God says that He “taught
man that which He knew not” (96:5)
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Translation

Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If You forgive us not, antdwesot
upon us Your Mercy, we shall certainly be among the losers. (7:23) @d!
Verily, whomsoever You admit into the Fire, indeed, You have disgraced hi
and never will the wrong-doers find any helpers. (3:192) Our LordYdo
(Alone) we put our trust, and to You (Alone) we turn in repentance, aMduo
(Alone) is (our) final return (60:4) And to Our Lord, surely, mus return.
(43:14)

Commentary

In addition to clear guidance of God through His Messengerggasdeedos and
don’ts, we have been blessed with natural instincts which triggerevbewe are
about to indulge in either good or bad activity. We tend to relaxt berae, and
be happy in the course of doing a virtuous act. If it were a wieayill notice an
increase in the rate of heartbeat, we tend to shut the door/wiodteave our
vicinity to another so that those we are conversant with do not see us.
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So sinful acts are not reflex or spontaneous, they are mostly rdédibactions.
Hence, sinners are said to have “wronged” themselves becausélateytly
disregard the law of God. Then, what excuse does one have when questioned on
the Day of Resurrection?

Have we not made for him a pair of eyes? And a tongue and a pair
of lips? And shown him the two ways (good and evil)? (90:8-10)

Narrated Abu Hurairah: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said, “All

of my followers will enter Paradise except those who refuse.” They
said, “O Messenger of Allah, who will refuse?” The Prophet said,
“Whoever obeys me enters Paradise and whoever disobeys me has
refused.” (Bukhari)
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Translation

Our Lord! We believe in what You have sent down, and we follow the
Messenger; so write us down among those who bear witness. (3:63)ofoll
And make us submissive unto You and (make) our offspring a nation siN@mis
unto You, and show us our place for the celebration of (due) rites, eept &r
repentance; truly, You are the one who accepts repentance, theVigiasiul.
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(2:128) Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us. Verily! You #ne All-Hearer,
the All-Knower. (2:127) Our Lord! Let not our hearts deviate (from tthéh)
after You have guided us, and grant us Mercy from Your own Predendayly,
You are the Grantor of bounties without measure. (3:8) Our Lord! W eard
the call of one calling (us) to Faith, ‘Believe in your Lord,” amel have believed.
Our Lord! Forgive us our sins, blot out from us our evil deeds, and os#e in
the state of righteousness along with the righteous ones. (3:193) Q@iKlemp
perfect our light for us (as we cross over 8iet), and grant us forgiveness; for
You are able to do all things. (66:8) Our Lord! We believe; so wrstedown
among the witnesses. (5:83) Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethrermaweo
preceded us in Faith, and put not in our hearts any hatred againsivtitobave
believed. Our Lord! You are indeed full of kindness, Most Merc{&8.10) Our
Lord! Bestow on us Mercy from Yourself, and facilitate for us affiair in the
right way. (18:10)

Commentary

It is imperative that we thank God for making us humans — not animesds, ar
some inanimate objects. Also, we are obliged to thank Him for ngaks
Muslims. That is what will guarantee everlasting bliss in Heeeafter because
whosoever has an atom’s weight of faith will not perish in Hell.

Narrated Anagbn Malik: The Prophet (SAW) said, “Whoever says
La ilaha ill Allah and has in his heart goodness the weight of a
grain of barley will be brought out of Hell, then whoever sags
ilaha ill Allah and has in his heart goodness the weight of a grain
of wheat will be brought out of Hell, then whoever sagslaha ill

Allah and has in his heart goodness the weight of an atom will be
brought out of Hell. (Bukhari and Muslim)

However, there is a thin line between belief and disbelief; swathone considers
himself a believer whereas, in the sight of God, he is the opp8sitall acts of
worship he does thinking that he is a believer like prayer, fastinganaill not
benefit him on the Day of Resurrection.

Narrated Abu Musa al-Ash’ari: The Messenger of Allah (A
said, “Before the Hour comes, there will be tribulation like @$ec
of black night, when a man will wake up as a believer but lae is
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disbeliever by evening, or he will be a believer in the evening but
will be a disbeliever by morning.1gn Majah)

As a result, it is necessary to implore God to preserve ahrdall times so that
we reap the fruits of our belief on the Day of Resurrection.
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Translation

Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and our transgressions (in keeping oes dati
you), establish our feet firmly, and give us victory over the disbelg folk.
(3:147) Our Lord! Punish us not if we forget or fall into error; Qoird! Lay not

on us a burden like that which You did lay on those before us (Jews and
Christians); Our Lord! Put not on us a burden greater than we havgth to

bear; pardon us and grant us forgiveness; have Mercy on us; You are our
Protector and give us victory over the disbelieving people. (2:286) And save us by
Your Mercy from the disbelieving folk. (10:86)

Commentary

God is the Knower of all things. He knows what we want even ifdaenot
mention it. So, by pleading with Him to preserve our faith and mekdie as
believers, we are indirectly saying that He should not letvesaind die in a state

of disbelief. Despite that, we are expected to consciously askhé&t too.
Therefore, the author systematically followed up the previous vevigh these
ones that seek God’s intervention from being counted among the disbelieving
folk.

For one to be identified as a disbeliever or be counted among disbelkevéne
Day of Resurrection means that (i) he dies as a disbelievereandected as
such; or (ii) he has extreme love and affection for disbeliefemsn if he calls
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himself a Muslim). This may lead him to either die as a disbed or being
resurrected among his disbelieving friends and allies.

Narrated Anasbn Malik: A Bedouin came to the Messenger of

Allah (SAW) and said to him, “When will be the Hour?” He said,

“What preparation have you made for it?” He said, “Only the love
of Allah and His Messenger.” The Messenger of Allah (SAW)
said, “You will (on the Day of Resurrection) be with those whom
you love.” (Bukhari)

The extreme love and affection referred to here is takingebiévers as demi-
gods or role models and being ready to sacrifice one’s wealthifarfdr their
sake. Stories abound of Muslims fighting and inflicting life-thneiaig injuries
upon themselves as a result of arguments over football. A Mushrtetta/ou the
transfer fees and weekly allowances of twenty footballers buaheot list the
ten companions that were promised paradise. It was said thati@ @ Muslims
contributed money to buy a cow, slaughtered it and gave out theirmaadrity
so that their favourite team wins a match. You can be suretlibat same
Muslims will not be willing to contribute a similar amount to baryd install
public address system in a mosque. Sums of money have been losigesarri
have ended, and friendships have gone sour due to extreme love for fogtballer
who more often than not, are not even aware that you exist. Tepsaffection is
what may make a Muslim be with or counted among such disbelievadones
on the Day of Resurrection as stated in the Hadith.

Before | proceed, it is necessary to clarify a point. Muslares expected to be
compassionate to all creatures — humans, animals, trees, eta.ophetSAW)
was sent to serve as mercy to all creatures (21:107) andsheep@ted to have
said, “Those who are merciful will be shown mercy by the MostcNid. Be
merciful to those on the earth and the One in the heavens will hacg opn
you.” (Tirmidhi) For that reason, the Muslims at the time ofRin@phet lived in
peace with the Jews of Medina until they started conniving witrexl forces to
fight the Muslims. That was what necessitated their expuldtwen during
warfare, Muslim soldiers are instructed to attack only the gneoidiers and
those who assist them. In no circumstance should a civilian hesl killlso,
economic trees are to be spared. The same rule appMasahid (a non-Muslim
who lives in a Muslim country, granted pledge of protection by the Msslgoes
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about his normal business and is not in any way a threat to the lives and properties
of Muslims).

Narrated Abdullahbn ‘Amr: The Prophet (SAW) said, “Whoever
kills a Mu’ahid shall not smell the fragrance of Paradise though its
fragrance can be smelt at a distance of forty yeargdoéling).”
(Bukhari)

As regards one’s neighbours (both Muslims and non-Muslims), we peztex
to live in peace with them. By definition, your neighbours are allethvaso live
within a radius of forty houses to your left, forty houses to your right, fatyses
ahead of you, and forty houses to your back.

Narrated Aisha: The Prophet (SAW) said, “Gabriel continued to
advise me to treat neighbours well until |1 thought he would make
them my heirs.” (Bukhari and Muslim)

Narrated Abu Shuraih: The Prophet (SAW) said three times, “By
Allah, he does not have faith!” It was said, “Who is it, O
Messenger of Allah?” The Prophet said, “He whose neighbour is
not safe from his mischief.” (Bukhari)

Hence, if a non-Muslim owns a Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) that
promotes environmental protection or health and well-being of humakéy |
malaria control, you can contribute handsomely to see to the achigveftleese
noble courses. Likewise, you can employ non-Muslims to work for you.
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Translation

Our Lord! We have indeed believed, so forgive us our sins and savenushie
punishment of the Fire. (3:16) Our Lord! Grant us what You promised asginr
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Your Messengers and do not disgrace us on the Day of Resurreotiorou

never break (Your) promise. (3:194) Our Lord! Give us in this worldvthath is

good and in the Hereafter that which is good, and save us from thentoofithe
Fire. (2:201) Glory to You! Give us salvation from the torment of Fire.

(3:191) Our Lord! Avert from us the torment of Hell, for its tonhés indeed a
grievous affliction. It is surely an evil abode, and as a plackvidl (for ever).
(25:65-66)

Commentary

The verses in this section seek God to save us from the toohétell. Both
Paradise and Hell have already been created, waiting for dumruph is the
abode of disbelievers (2:161-162), hypocrites (4:145), transgressors-889;34
tyrants (14:15-17), unjust (10:52), etc. The Qur'an describes it aziaglire
with massive sparks. The worldly fire which we know is just on¢ pat of
seventy parts of it. In other words, multiply the heat of the yiou know by
seventy. That is how hot Hell is.

Narrated Abu Hurairah: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said, “The
Hellfire complained to its Lord saying, ‘O my Lord! My differte
parts eat each other up.” So Allah allowed it to take two bseat
one in the winter and one in the summer. This is (the cause of)
severe heat and the extreme cold you experience.” (Bukhari)

And it is so deep that if a stone is thrown into it, it will takeenty years to reach

the bottom. At the point of entry, those who are destined to be its otsupil

be dragged on their faces. As if that is not humiliating enougdy, #ill be
chained and yokes will be hung round their necks. The length of the chain is
seventy cubits (about thirty-two meters).

Do we observe that the number seventy keeps repeating? No wondesghetP
(SAW) said “By Allah, | seek for forgiveness from Allah andepent to Him
more than seventy times in a day.” (Bukhari)

The inhabitants of Hell will be given clothes and beddings made ef Aibu
Talib — the Prophet’s uncle and father of Ali, the fourthtiijgguided Caliph —
will be the one to receive the least punishment. He will beimgparpair of shoes
(made of fire). The intensity of the heat will cause higrbta boil, yet he will
assume that he is the most unfortunate inmate.
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Of course, they will also be entertained with food and drink. Howevefotikis
dhari (a thorny plant) that neither nourishes nor satisfies hunger andetheft
zaggumwhich when eaten boils the intestines. Their drink will be boiliagew
and filthy fluid of pus and blood ...

He (i.e. the inhabitant of Hell) will sip it unwillingly, and kel

find a great difficulty to swallow it down his throat; death will
come to him from every quarter, yet he will not die and in front of
him, will be a great torment. (14:17)

Those who do not practice what they preach will be among those taesmqeer
the most embarrassing punishment. In fact, their companions in Helbevi
perplexed by their condition.

Narrated Usama ibn Zaid: | heard Allah’'s Messenger (SAW)
saying: “A man will be brought on the Day of Resurrection and
thrown in Hellfire. As a result, his intestines will come ouhdf

belly and he will go around restlessly holding his intestinesdike
donkey goes round the millstone. The dwellers of Hell would
gather round him and say: ‘O so and so, what has happened to
you? Were you not the one telling us to do good and avoid evil?’
He will say: ‘Of course, it is so; | used to tell people tagdod but

did not do it myself and | forbade people from doing evil but did it
myself.” ” (Muslim)
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Translation

In Allah we put our trust. Our Lord! Do not make us serve @safor the
oppressors and wrong-doers. (10:85) | have turned my face sincerely towards Hi
who has created the heavens and the earth and | am not one of timse w
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associate partners with Allah. (6:79) Truly, my Lord has guidedonzeStraight
Path, a correct religion, which was practiced by Abraham, tieeitr Faith; and
he (Abraham) was not one who associated partners with Allah. (64E6has no
partner; and this is what | have been commanded (to believe); emthedirst of
the Muslims (who inculcate such belief). (6:163) Surely, my praggrsacrifice,
my living, and my dying are (all) for Allah, the Lord of the worlds. (6:162)

Commentary

Supposing you have an extra house which you wish to give out to chariy. Mr
comes to tell you, “Please give me that house,” and Mr B saysmvé a large
family and my rent is expiring soon. If you give me the house,wouid have
solved the recurring problem of rent | face year in year &Mhd among the two
will you likely give the house to? Mr B. Why? He has demonstrétetl he
knows the importance of having it. Therefore, stating theore&sr a plea is a
way of reaffirming that one knows the importance, necessitypmserjuence of
asking for a thing or seeking refuge from it.

When the disciples of Isa (AS) sought to know whether God could sendalown
table spread (with food) from heaven, they stated the reason:

We wish to eat thereof and to be stronger in Faith, and to know
that you have indeed told us the truth and that we ourselves be its
witnesses. (5:113)

And when Isa (AS) obliged, what did he say?

O Allah, Our Lord! Send us from heaven a table spread (with food)
... (5:114)

That should have sufficed. But he went ahead to state the reason:

... That there may be for us — for the first and the Last of us — a
festival and a sign from you .(5:114)

Musa (AS) was appointed a Messenger and sent to Pharaoh. There arm then,
requested that God should remove the impediment in his speech and appoint
Harun (AS) to accompany him. Did he state the reasons? Yes.

So they may understand what | say. (20:28)
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.. He is more eloquent in speech than me so send him with me as
a helper to confirm me. Verily! | fear that they may accogeof
falsehood. (28:34)

The lesson here is that when you mdké&, it is worthwhile to mention why you
need that thing you are asking for. So, assuming you say, “God gineomsy,”

it's sufficient, nevertheless, stating what you will usertieney for — to pay my
children’s school fees, repair my car, settle my debts, etqraiseworthy. Thus,
after seeking God'’s protection from the torment of Hell in thevipus section,
here, the reader is stating the reasons why he ought not to be admitted into Hell
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Translation

Allah is sufficient for me, there is no god but He; in Him | pyt tnust and He is
the Lord of the mighty Throne. (9:129) He is My Lord! There is no godHeuin
Him is my trust, and to Him do | always return to in repentafi&30) The Lord
of the worlds. (1:2) Who has created me, and guides me. Who gives manfibod
drink. And when | am ill, it is He who cures me. And who will caugetodie,
and then will bring me to life (again). And Who, | hope willgwme me my faults
on the Day of Recompense. O My Lord! Bestow wisdom on me, and inith
the righteous. And grant me honourable mention among later generations. And
make me one of the inheritors of the Garden of Bliss. (26:78-86) do not
disgrace me on the Day when (all creatures) will be resededhe Day in
which neither wealth nor sons will avail. Except he who bringslahfa clean
and sound heart (of belief). (26:87-89)
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Commentary

26:78-89 is thelu’a of Ibrahim (AS). But Jimada deliberately eliminated verse 86
which says: “And forgive my father, certainly he is among thagko(go)
astray.” Why? There is a difference between reciting thheéa@ and makinglu’a
with verses of the Qur’an. For instance, verse 2:201 reads:

And among them, there are some who say: “Our Lord! Give us in
this world that which is good and in the Hereafter that which is
good, and save us from the torment of the Fire.”

In terms ofdu’a, you are free to truncate the verse and just say: Our Lord! Give us
in this world that which is good and in the Hereafter that wia@ood, and save

us from the torment of the Fire. However, if you were recitirggQur’an and you

get to that verse, you cannot truncate it. You read it as itight Rrom the
beginning of this book, the reader will observe that most of thevdrave been
truncated such that only the relevant part(s) were included asisegenising,
glorifying, giving thanks to God, extolling His beautiful attribaiteand
supplication.

So, provided one’s father practices tteento the best of his ability, what is the
justification for saying, “And forgive my father, certainly isesamong those (who
go) astray?” It would have been wiser to truncate the verseniiin oneself to:
“And forgive my father,” but doing that will mean leaving out one’stimer
whom the Prophet (SAW) said is three times more deserving o§ lieated
better than the father (Bukhari and Muslim). Thus, a more suitabdefor both
parents is:

Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents, and (all) the believers on
the Day when the reckoning will be established. (14:41)

Most of the things we know are in pairs. Male and female, good andmbite

and black, life and death, Paradise and Hell, etc. As a resuh, wédheeek refuge

in God from one, we automatically mean that we want the othertbeeigh we

do not say it. Assuming one supplicates: “God, do not let me itd)” sone
actually infers that God should grant him good health. Nevertheiess
worthwhile to explicitly mention the opposite which is actuallydezk This does

not mean that God does not understand what you mean; but more often than not,
there exists a “mid-point” between what you want and what you do auait \n-
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between life and death, there is the state of coma; and greithiernghite nor
black. So if you need something white and decide to say: “God doveotge

black,” and He gives you grey, is your supplication answered? YdsisBhat

what you are looking for? No. Then, it is better to say: “God do not iee
black, GIVE ME WHITE.” | call this a double-barrel approach.

A careful examination of the arrangement of thikr shows that in an earlier
section, the reader seeks to be counted among those who bear ,witeess
righteous. Then in the following section, he pleads not to be counted among the
disbelieving folk. Double-barrel. Next, he asks God to save him frortotheent

of Hell. To satisfy the double-barrel approach, in this sectiom)daly requests
Paradise by saying: And make me one of the inheritors of #nde@ of Bliss!
Remember that there A-A’raf (a station between Paradise and Hell). Therefore,

if God should save you from Hell and you did not plead for Paradiseyaulbe
satisfied if you are kept iAl-A'raf?

Talking about paradise, it is a place of unending joy, delight amdfast.
Everyone will be a youth of about 33 years adorned in bracelets aof Silveir
garments will be made of fine green silk and gold embroidery. Thkkynever
fall ill or experience aging talkless of death. Each occuparthave a lofty
mansion constructed with bricks of gold and silver. The Quran desctibesa
kingdom because the most wretched person in Paradise will havassomao
big that it will take a thousand years to travel from one enddthar. The soil is
made of musk and saffron while the pebbles are made of pearl pphirsa
Neither sun nor moon exists in Paradise, hence the dwellers widixpetience
day and night hours as we do in this world. However, there is mormadg a
evening which will be known from a light that shines from the timacof the
Throne.

There are rivers of milk, wine, pure honey and fresh waterifigwnderneath.
The milk has a unique taste that does not change and the winé&isudeland
non-intoxicating. Its fruits are softer than butter and sweeter than honey.

(They will be) on thrones encrusted with gold and precious stones.
Reclining on them, facing each other. They will be served by
immortal boys (who are perpetually fresh). With goblets, (sh)ning
beakers, and cups (filled) out of clear-flowing fountains (ofejin
From which they will get neither any aching of the head nor any
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intoxication. And fruits that they may choose from. And the flesh
of fowls that they desire. And (there will also B#¢guris (female
companions) with wide, lovely and lustrous eyes (as wives); who
are like pearls well-guarded. A reward for the (good) deeds the
(pious believers) used to do (in this worl@6:15-24)

In addition to a believer’'s wife or wives in this world (who adenéted into
Paradise with him), he will be giftdtburis They are so beautiful that one will be
able to see his face in the brightness of their cheekshegeatdrldly wife/wives
will be more gorgeous than them. They (all) shall be free fraanstnuation,
childbirth, mucus, urine, saliva and other filthy things.

Narrated Abu Hurairah: The Prophet (SAW) said, “Allah said, ‘I
have prepared for my pious worshippers such things as no eye has
ever seen, no ear has ever heard of, and nobody has ever thought
of. All that is reserved, besides which, all that you have seen, i
nothing.” (Bukhari)

The implication of this Hadith is that the description of Paradigen above is
just a guesstimate since we can even think of it. In realityast surpassed all
these, it's beyond our imagination. Then, what facilitates entry @itioer
Paradise or Hell?

Narrated Abu Hurairah: The Prophet (SAW) said, “The most
common thing which leads people to Paradiseagva of Allah

and good conduct, and the most common thing which leads people
to Hellfire is (actions of) the mouth and the private parts.”
(Tirmidhi)
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Translation

Truth has come and falsehood has vanished, for falsehood is (by it9 batund

to perish. (17:81) And Allah will establish and make apparent the Truthisb
words, no matter how the sinners may hate it. (10:82) VerilyhAllguidance is
the (only true) guidance, and we have been commanded to submit (oyrszlves
the Lord of the worlds. To establish regular prayers and to feay fdr it is to
Him we shall be gathered together. (6:71-72) It is those who beieyelo not
confuse not their belief with wrong, for them there is segyagainst entering
Hell) and they are (those) guided (aright). (6:82) Our Lord! Makeot a trial for
the disbelievers, and forgive us; our Lord! Surely you are the Aghiy, the All-
Wise. (60:5) Allah is sufficient for us; Allah will soon give ushi$ Bounty, and
(also) his Messenger (will give us from alms); unto Allahagloput our hope (of
enrichment). (9:59) Our Lord! You comprehend all things in Mercy and
Knowledge, so forgive those who repent and follow Your way, and saue the
from the torment of the blazing Fire. Our Lord! And admit thera the Paradise
(everlasting gardens) which You have promised them, and to the riglateouns
their fathers, their wives, and their offspring; verily, You dre All-Mighty, the
All-Wise. And save them from (all) sins; and whomsoever You sava fthe
punishment due to his) sins (on) that Day, You have indeed bestowed upon the
Mercy, and that is the ultimate success. (40:7-9)

Commentary

Just like the night vanishes when the day breaks, that is how falseaoigties
when truth manifests. Aisha, the wife of the Prophet (SAW) wagead to have
committed adultery. Hypocrites had a field day spreading the nmumihe

Prophet (SAW) was disturbed. Sincere believers were confused. &hpatvent
and prayerful. God in His infinite Mercy cleared her of any wrongdoing:
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Certainly, those who brought forth the slander (against ‘Aisha are
group among you, do not consider it a bad thing for you (O
Muhammad), on the contrary, it is good for you; unto every man
among them (the slanderers) will be paid that which he had earned
of the sin, and as for him among them who had the greater share
therein, his will be a great torment. Why did not the believers, me
and women, when you heard it (the slander) think good of their own
people and say: “This (charge) is an obvious lie?” Why did they not
produce four witnesses? Since they (the slanderers) have not
produced witnesses, then in the sight of Allah, they are the liars.
(24:11-13)

For 13 years, the believers were persecuted in Mecca by tla¢eido/When they
migrated to Medina, they were relieved but still had to contatidtive activities
of hypocrites. At the appointed time, Mecca was conquered — trutroheesand
falsehood has vanished. The lesson here is that any wrongdoing ogesemga
especially secretly, one day it will be blown open. Today, people makey
through fetish or fraudulent means, yet they occupy the front rowthean
mosques. When the truth comes and falsehood vanishes, they get exposed and
disgraced, arrested by authorities and imprisoned or becoméhedet€ they are
lucky to cross these hurdles in this world, the hereafter isltimate Truth that
will definitely come. And when it does, the minutest sin, corruptiofalsehood
one commits will be made plain and manifest for all to see.t3s,a lack of
foresight to subtly engage in atrocities thinking that no one knows about it.

And indeed we have created man, and we know what dark
suggestions his soul makes to him; for we are nearer to him than
(his) jugular vein. Behold, two (guardian angels) are appointed to
record (his actions), one sitting on the right and one on the left. Not
a word does he (or she) utter, but there is a watcher by huty re
(to record it). (50:16-18)
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Translation

None has the right to be worshipped except Allah, the Supreme, the ragbea
none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, Lord of the magniffoemte;

none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, Lord of the heavens, Lord of
the earth, Lord of the noble throne. (Bukhari and Muslim)

Commentary

Whenever the Prophet (SAW) is in a state of distress, depressisarries, he
recites thiszikr in order to be relieved. One may be tempted to ask: what time
should it be recited? Morning and evening, after each prayerrogta® This is

not stated in the Hadith, so you are at liberty to do as you wish. Andrtzow
times should it be repeated? 3, 10, 100 or 1,000,000? Your choice.

Generally, ailments, sicknesses, diseases can be cured using theseottwo
methods: (1) saying some words or sentences, and (2) taking medicatiankiThis
is an example of the first. Suratul Fatiha is another. A companitmedProphet
(SAW) recited it and puffed over the chief of an Arabdrivho was bitten by a
snake or stung by a scorpion and even collected a fee for mgdlee service.
You may know of one or two persons who use a similar technique apyher
dislocation and burns. Also, certain verses of the Qur'an are useduie tand
force out Jinns from the human body.

Medication on the other hand can be traditional medicine, orthodox medicine
Islamic medicine. Many of us consider these three as sepantities but they are
actually one and the same. The distinction irrespective of tteziarused is our
sheer imagination. Traditional medicine is the utilisation of rdetsves, bark,
fruits, seeds, etc. of plants with minimal processing. Though fanesft usage,
they are dried and ground into powder, boiled or fermented. Due to thindiact
these plant parts contain so many substances, drugs used in doactlteiox
medicine are manufactured by isolating the relevant substancever iagredient
needed for a particular medication. This saves a patient fromstinge
unnecessary substances. For instance, penicillin is synthéosedhe bark of
willow tree. At times, the active ingredient is gotten from inorganic nadgesuch
as coal tar. Guess the drug that is made from it. Paragktses, the famous
paracetamol we all take is synthesised from coal tar us#teiconstruction of
roads. So, orthodox medicine is a refined form of traditional medicine.
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The variability in climate results in the distribution of vegetataround the
world. In other words, the plants in Nigeria are not the same as ithd@3eina
because our climate is not the same. Thus, the Chinese use ginstmg
treatment of high blood pressure while in Nigeria, we use ngarigogalein

Hausa) for the same purpose. Therefore, ginseng is a Traditi@makse
Medicine just like moringa is a Traditional Nigerian Medicihew, there is no
law that stops a Nigerian from using or selling ginseng. Howdhe person
should know that there is an alternative right here in Nigeriahthas not aware
of or deliberately refuses to acknowledge.

Converselygirfat, na’'na’, raihan, zabil sandal andbabunajare some medicinal
plants used by Arabs. So, those who use or sell the leaves, barky Bagds of
these plants are said to patronise, engage in, or practic \glahic medicine?
What makes it “Islamic?” Is the use of ginseng and moringasiamiic?” Even
honey that was mentioned in the Qur'an to contain healing (16:69) hasiden
for centuries before the advent of Muhammad (SAW). A Greeksipiay,
Hippocrates (460BC — 370BC) was said to advise those sufferingfésen and
symptoms such as headache, muscle or joint pains to take honey anchiwate
with other substances for fast relief. Then, what is “Islamic” about honayv€
say eating beef is “Islamic” because cow is mentioned iQtiéan? To be sure,
if any Arabian plant or its part is used for medication, italed Traditional
Arabian Medicine, not Islamic medicine. Recall that by deéfaahy edible
substance ikalal in Shari'ah unless it is proven to be prohibited. So, what is the
justification for designating some of thalal as “Islamic?” What will you call
the others?
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Translation

O Allah, send prayers and praises upon Muhammad and the followers of
Muhammad, just as You sent prayers and praises upon lbrahim and upon the
followers of Ibrahim, You are indeed worthy of Praise, full of GladyAllah

send blessings upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, just as You
sent blessings upon Ibrahim and upon the family of Ibrahim, You are indeed
worthy of Praise, full of Glory. (Bukhari and Muslim) O Allah, sendyers and
praises upon Muhammad and upon the wives and descendants of Muhammad, just
as You sent prayers and praises upon the family of Ibrahim, and sesthdpde

upon Muhammad and upon the wives and descendants of Muhammad, just as
You sent blessings upon the family of Ibrahim, You are indeed worthyatde?

full of Glory. (Bukhari, Muslim, An-Nasa'i)

Commentary

As they say, there are many ways of killing a rat. Likewikere are many ways
— authentically reported from the Prophet (SAW) — of doing the ghimg. In
this section, two versions &alatun-Nabiyypopularly calledSalatul Ibrahimiyya
are presented. There is actually a third version. | suppose Jimaskato leave it
out because it has the same wordings as the first versioriTherenly difference
is that “You are indeed worthy of Praise, full of Glory” occardy once (at the
end) instead of twice (middle and end). Then, why should you be at faaw
fellow Muslim just because he/she has adopted a version other thanethy®u
uphold?

The Qur’an itself has a number of ways of reciting it. TheegecalledQira’at.
They includeHafs, Shu’bg WarshandQalun

Narrated Abdullaibn Abbas: The Prophet (SAW) said: “Gabriel
taught me one style (of reciting the Qur'an) and | revieweuhtit

he taught me more, and | kept asking him for more and he gave me
more until finally there were seven styles.” (Bukhari and Muslim)

There are a number of formulaetahahhuccommonly referred to dahiya

1. The one narrated by Abdullabn Mas’'ud and reported by Bukhari is:
attahiyatu lillahi was salawatu wa tayyibaassalamu ‘alaika ayyuhan
Nabiyyu...
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2. The version attributed to Umar and reported by Imam Maalik in his
Muwatta is:attahiyatu lillahi azzakiyatu lillahi attayibatu salawatu lillahi,
assalamu ‘alaika ayyuhan Nabiyyu

3. A rare variant credited to Aisha and also reported by Imam iKé&al
attahiyatu attayibatu assalawatu azzakiyatu lillahi, ash hadu an la ilaaha
illa llahu wahdahu la sharika lahu wa anna Muhammadan ‘abduhu wa
rasuluhu, assalamu ‘alaika ayyuhan Nabiyyu

The call to prayer has three formulae:

1. Takbir (twice) followed by the twoshahaadain a low tone, then a
repetition of bothshahaadaaloud ... (a total of 17 phrases narrated by
Abu Mahzhura, reported Muslim)

2. Same as above with Takbir said four times instead of twidetghof 19
phrases narrated by Abu Mahzhura, reported by “the five” i.e. Abu
Dawud, Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'’ilbn Majah and Ahmad)

3. Takbir (four times) then the twehahaadgaloud with no repetition) ... (a
total of 15 phrases narrated by Abdulldéim Abd Rabbih, reported by
Ahmad, Abu Dawudlbn Majah,lbn Khuzaimah and Tirmidhi)

In Nigeria today, some Muslims utilise the first formula wioteers make use of

the third. The second is not often used. However, instead of appredthedifert

that all of them are from the Prophet (SAW); we tend to look dowrmasetnot

using the formula we have adopted and even call them names. That is very wrong.

As regards making up for missed raka’ats by a latecomgalat the basic rule
is:

Narrated Abu Hurairah: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said:
“When you come (to the mosque) to pray, you should be dignified
(and not rush), whatever you catch up with (the Imam), pray, and
whatever you have missadake it up. (An-Nasa'i)

Another version of the same Hadith says: “... whatever you catchitbppray,

and whatever you have missemhmplete it” This difference in wordings has
resulted in three modes, styles or methods of “repaying” mis&ecats. Scholars
who adopt “make it up” believe that a latecomer is to “repag’ninssed raka’ats
in the way and manner they were performed by the Imam durirapbence. For
example, if one misses the first raka’at of Maghrib, wherirttean terminates the
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prayer, he should stand up and recite Fatiha and Surah aloud. Conversely,
scholars who take on the narration of “complete it” argue thatefis asked to
complete an action, it means that the action has alreadydstéhies, any raka’at

a latecomer catches up with the Imam is his first; the raet'at of the Imam is

his second, etc. until the end of the prayer. Thereafter, the latedente
complete his prayer as it ought to be done. Using the example abavesaig

the first raka’at of Maghrib, one will consider the second rdakafahe Imam as

his first and the Imam'’s third raka’at as his second. When the Imam tezmmiat
prayer, he will then stand up and observe the third raka’at of Mapéritecite
Fatiha silently.

| believe that you are accustomed to one of these two methods.itSogisal to
insult or consider illiterates those who feel at home with ttegredtive? As stated
earlier, there are three methods of “repaying” missed rakKa'arder to uncover
the third, the example needs to be more complex. Therefore, assymaimgeet
the Imam in the last raka’at of Isha’ prayer, how will you “repay” tire¢ missed
raka’ats after the Imam terminates his prayer?

The “make it up” school is of the view that you “repay” the ralaiatthe exact
format done by the Imam. Hence, you are to recite Fatiha and &loah (first

raka’at), perform the second raka’'at likewise (Fatiha and Silwald)athen sit for
tashahhud,and finally observe the third missed raka’at (Fatiha silenslig)for

tashahhucdhgain and terminate your prayer.

| hear someone say: “This is strange. You are supposedfto &ishahhudafter
the first raka’at not the second.” That is one problem we have aknidusVe
expect to hear or read what we already know; anything congravgong. Recall
that the rule of this school is that you make up for missing rakathe EXACT
SAME format performed by the Imam during your absence. In tlample, did
the Imam sit fotashahhudafter his first raka’at? Why then should you do so?

The “complete it” school asserts that any raka’at you catcithpthe Imam is
your first. Thus, you are to recite Fatiha and Surah aloud (seakatht), sit for
tashahhud and then observe third and fourth raka’ats by reciting Fatiha only
silently.

The third school is a harmonisation of “make it up” and “completeTiis is
done by adopting the recitation pattern of the first school (malp)iand the
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sitting for tashahhudof the second school (complete it). Here, when the Imam
terminates his prayer, you stand up and recite Fatiha and Surah silotat,
tashahhudproceed to the third raka’at, recite Fatiha and Surah aloud, then come
up with the fourth raka’at, recite Fatiha only silently, sit agar tashahhudand
saytaslim
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Translation

O Allah, forgive my sins and my ignorance and my exceeding this liaf
righteousness in all my affairs and whatever You know best of metliose
things | have committed but cannot recall myself); O Allah, fagny mistakes,
those done intentionally and those committed out of ignorance and those | did
zealously, (indeed) all these (faults, mistakes, sins) are fn@m(Bukhari) O
Allah, forgive the sins | have committed in the past and thosd tamit in the
future, those | did openly and secretly; You are the One Who bring tforigs
and You are the One Who delays things wisely, and You are Omnipoterdliover
things. (Bukhari) O Allah, forgive my sins and my ignorance and nogexing
the limits of righteousness in my affairs and whatever You knowdjese (i.e.
those things | have committed but cannot recall myself); O Afiatgive the
wrongs | have done jokingly and zealously and (forgive) my accidenthl a
intentional errors, (indeed) all these (faults, mistakes, singjaareme. (Bukhari)
None has the right to be worshipped except Allah alone, He has no p&tner
Him belongs all Sovereignty and all Praises are due to Him, amdpdtent over
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all things. O Allah, no one can withhold what you give and no one can gite wha
you withhold; and no lucky person can gain anything good or avoid evil through
his luck against your will and decision. (Bukhari)

Commentary

In this section and the next, the reader seeks God’s forgiveness singiin
varying formulae. Nuh (AS) admonished his people to constantly plead for
forgiveness due to the numerous benefits they stand to gain.

Ask forgiveness from your Lord; for He is Oft-Forgiving. Hdlwi
send rain to you in abundance. Give you increase in wealth and
sons; and bestow on you gardens and bestow on you rivers (of
flowing water). (71:10-12)

These are just some of the worldly benefits. In the hereaftererpects to be
among those whose vices will be overlooked and granted direct entry into
Paradise.

Narrated Abdullahibon Umar: | heard the Messenger of Allah
(SAW) saying, “A believer will be brought close to his Lord ba t
Day of Resurrection and enveloping him in His Mercy. Allah will
make him confess his sins by saying, ‘Do you remember (doing)
this sin and this sin?’ He will reply, ‘My Lord, | remembeFhen
Allah will say, ‘I covered it up for you in the life of the wdrand |

will forgive it for you today.” Then the record of his good deeds
will be handed to him. (Bukhari and Muslim)

Some sins we commit are due to ignorance. Yet, this is notcarealson before
God not to be punished because we have been instructed to seek for knowledge.

Narrated Anasbn Malik: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said,
“Seeking knowledge is an obligation upon every Muslim (male
and female).” Ion Majah)

And in the course of seeking for knowledge, one occupies an exalted position.

Narrated Abu Darda’a: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said, “He
who follows a path in quest of knowledge, Allah will make the
path ofJannaheasy to him. The angels lower their wings over the
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seeker of knowledge, being pleased with what he does. The
inhabitants of the heavens and the earth and even the fish in the
depth of the oceans seek forgiveness for him. The superiority of
the learned man over the devout worshipper is like that of the full

moon (in brightness) to the rest of the stars. The learned are the
heirs of the Prophets who bequeath neither dinar nor dirham but
only knowledge; and he who acquires it, has in fact acquired an
abundant portion.” (Abu Dawud and Tirmidhi)

Furthermore, one is to be open-minded and learn from all and sundrydtrespe
of real or implied differences in religion, race, culture, seddeology. This is
where many of us goof. We tend to listen, rely on, practice or assauirselves
with those who have a similar ideology with us and consider othesnastities.
The implication is that we tend to lose lots of knowledge and wisdom.

Narrated Abu Hurairah: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said, “The
word of wisdom is the lost property of the believer, so wherever he
finds it then he has a right to it.” (Tirmidhi)

What did Rasul (SAW) mean by “wherever?” Simply put, there isheei
specification of who to learn from nor the subject matter to lesrheast, even
the devil gave a wise counsel at some point in time.

Narrated Abu Hurairah: Allah’'s Apostle deputed me to keep
Sadagat(al-Fitr) of Ramadan. A man came and started taking
handfuls of the foodstuff (of thBadaga. | took hold of him and
said, “By Allah, I will take you to Allah’s Apostle.” He said, &m
needy and have many dependents, and | am in great need.” |
released him, and in the morning Allah’s Apostle asked me, “What
did your prisoner do yesterday?” | said, “O Allah’s Apostle! The
person complained of being needy and of having many dependents,
so, | pitied him and let him go.” Allah’s Apostle said, “Indeed, he
told you a lie and he will be coming again.” | believed that he
would show up again as Allah’s Apostle had told me that he would
return. So, | waited for him watchfully. When he (showed up and)
started stealing handfuls of foodstuff, 1 caught hold of him again
and said, “I will definitely take you to Allah’s Apostle. He said,
“Leave me, for | am very needy and have many dependents. |
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promise | will not come back again.” | pitied him and let him go.
In the morning Allah’s Apostle asked me, “What did your prisoner
do.” | replied, “O Allah’'s Apostle! He complained of his great
need and of too many dependents, so | took pity on him and set
him free.” Allah’s Apostle said, “Verily, he told you a lie and he
will return.” | waited for him attentively for the third timena
when he (came and) started stealing handfuls of the foodstuff, |
caught hold of him and said, “I will surely take you to Allah’s
Apostle as it is the third time you promise not to return, yet you
break your promise and come.” He said, “(Forgive me and) | will
teach you some words with which Allah will benefit you.” | asked,
“What are they?” He replied, “Whenever you go to bed, recite
Ayatul Kursiyytill you finish the whole verse. (If you do so), Allah
will appoint a guard for you who will stay with you and no Satan
will come near you till morning.” So, | released him. In the
morning, Allah’s Apostle asked, “What did your prisoner do
yesterday?” | replied, “He claimed that he would teach me some
words by which Allah will benefit me, so | let him go.” Allah’s
Apostle asked, “What are they?” | replied, “He said to me,
‘Whenever you go to bed, recitdyatul Kursiyy from the
beginning to the end.” He further said to me, ‘(If you do so), Allah
will appoint a guard for you who will stay with you, and no Satan
will come near you till morning.” The Prophet said, “He really
spoke the truth, although he is an absolute liar. Do you know
whom you were talking to, these three nights, O Abu Hurairah?”
Abu Hurairah said, “No.” He said, “It was Satan.”

However, we have the responsibility of sieving the grain from the chaff.
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Translation

O Allah, put light in my heart, and light in my sight, and light in nearing, and

light on my right, and light on my left, and light above me, and lighdvibene,

and light in front of me, and light behind me and grant me light. (Bukh@ri
Allah, you are my Lord! None has the right to be worshipped but you; You
created me and | am Your slave, and | am faithful to my covenantmgnd
promise (to You) as much as | can; | seek refuge with You froravdll have

done; | acknowledge before You all the blessings You have bestowed upon me;
and | confess to You all my sins, so | implore You to forgive my, $orsnobody

can forgive sins except You. (Bukhari)

Commentary

Nur means light, ray of light, brightness, illumination. Thus, the reasler
requesting God to surround him witlir and also bestow it in his heart, eyes and
ears. The heart is the fulcrum of the body such that ifsbisd, the whole body
is sound; and if it gets corrupted, the whole body becomes corrupt (Mu$he
eyes and ears are so important that as the principal orgatieefsenses of sight
and hearing respectively, they are often referred to by God wiee wants
believers and indeed non-believers to ponder over His Signs.

Say (O Muhammad): “Tell Me! If Allah were to make thehti
continuous for you till the Day of Resurrection, is there any god
besides Allah who can bring you light? Will you not thear?”

Say (O Muhammad): “Tell Me! If Allah were to make the day
continuous for you till the Day of Resurrection, is there any god
other than Allah who can bring you the night in which you rest?
Will you not thensee&” (28:71-72)

This section also contains tlsayyidil istigfari.e. the best formula for seeking
God's forgiveness. The Prophet (SAW) said that if anyone who satitkiring

the day with firm faith in it and dies on the same day beforestieaing, he will

be from the people of Paradise and if somebody recites it atwigghfirm faith

in it and dies before the morning he will be from the people of Paradise. (Bukhari)

To exemplify how pleased Allah is when one seeks His forgiveties$rophet
(SAW) said, “Allah is happier when a servant of His repentdito than a man
who was on his camel in a waterless desert and the canapleésitom him with
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food and water. When he has lost hope of finding it, he retired t@ atc lied
down under its shade. As he was there, the camel suddenly appeénad of
him. He took hold of its halter and said in his state of excesswe® my Lord,
You are my servant and | am Your lord.” He uttered this errondatesrgent as a
result of his being overjoyed. (Muslim)
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Translation

O Allah | have wronged myself excessively and none can forgiveesiospt

You, so forgive me out of Your forgiveness and have mercy on me; taulyaye

the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful. (Bukhari) O Allah | seekuge in You

from the affliction of the Fire and from the punishment of the Fiseek refuge

in You from the affliction of the grave and | seek refuge in You fribma
punishment of the grave, and | seek refuge in You from the afflictiomeatth,

and | seek refuge in You from the affliction of poverty, and | seklgeein You

from the affliction of the Antichrist. (Bukhari) O Allah we se¥kur aid and ask

for Your forgiveness, we believe in You and rely entirely upon You, wisera
You with all good, we thank You and we do not disbelieve in You, and we submit
to You and we renounce and abandon those who disbelieve in You; O Allah, it is
You we worship and unto You we pray and prostrate, and towards You we hasten,
and we earnestly hope for Your Mercy, and we seriously fear Yourlpneit,

verily Your punishment will catch up with, fall upon the disbelievers. (Bayhaqi)
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Commentary

Fithah means trial, temptation, seduction, or intrigue; whaehab refers to
torment, punishment, torture, agony. Trial can be experienced both inatdé w
and in the hereafter while torment (as defined by God) is a ¢heastic of the
afterlife only. That is why only Hellfire and the grave are asged with it.

The grave is a place of reception after death. The deeper mesngapr is
bashhameaning cheerful, to smile, show an open friendly face, receive with
friendliness.

Please refer to “Significance and Application of Arabic Alphabetic Numerals
(Abajad)” for a detailed explanation of how to derive the hidden or deeper
meaning of Arabic words. It can be downloaded framww.sadtayyfoundation.org

Normally, a host is not supposed to be hostile to his visitor. Hencgrake by
default is a place of cheerful reception. If the opposite is fourslag a result of

the evil deeds committed by the individual. Also, it is not necegsanihysical

hole like most of us believe. The bliss and punishment of the grave can be
experienced by the dead even if it is not buried. Otherwise, witlayeghat those

who were cremated or eaten by wild animals will not experi¢heebliss or
punishment of the grave?

Narrated Abu Hurairah: The Prophet (SAW) said: “A man who
had never done a pious deed said to his family members, ‘When |
die burn me to ashes and divide the ashes into two parts. Scatter
one of them on land and the other in the ocean. By Allah! If Allah
gets hold over this body, He will punish it as severely as He may
not have punished anyone else.” When he died, his family
members obeyed his instructions. Allah commanded the land to
gather his ashes and it collected every particle of his ashiés on
And He commanded the ocean and it too gathered all particles
even from its depths. (Then He gave it life and speech and) He
asked him, ‘Why did you do that?’ He said, ‘My Lord! Fear of
You!” So Allah forgave him.” (Bukhari)

Wealth is a good thing to have. But when it distracts a person frarshig or
giving out the right of Allah (i.e. Zakat), it then becomes an cifin and a
burden on the Day of Resurrection.
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... And those who hoard up gold and silver and spend it not in the
way of Allah, announce unto them a painful, grievous torment. On
the Day when heat will be produced out of that (wealth) in the
Hellfire, and their foreheads, their flanks, and their backkbhai
branded with it; (and it will be said unto them), “This is the
treasure, wealth, money which you hoarded for yourselves, now
taste of what you used to hoard.” (9:34-35)

Poverty is also a trial just as wealth is. Abject povertycsf the efficient conduct
of obligations like concentration in salat. In fact, it can leadpostasy. In a
society like ours, the person loses his respect. His younger onegeavafilaent
are consulted for important decisions first and their opinions takegeece. He
becomes an insignificant entity within his family and neighbourhood edlyat
this condition is combined with ignorance of theen

As for Dajjal (Antichrist),

Narrated Abdullahbn Umar: Once Allah’s Apostle (SAW) stood
amongst the people, glorified and praised Allah as He deserved
and then mentioned thgajjal saying, “| warn you against him (i.e.
the Dajjal) and there was no prophet but warned his nation against
him. No doubt, Nuh (AS) warned his nation against him but | tell
you about him something of which no Prophet told his nation
before me. You should know that he is one-eyed, and Allah is not
one-eyed.” (Bukhari)

Narrated Ubadaibn As-Samit: The Prophet (SAW) said: “l have
told you so much about th2ajjal (Antichrist) that | am afraid you
may not understand. The Antichrist is short, hen-toed, woolly-
haired, one-eyed, an eye-sightless, and neither protruding nor
deep-seated. If you are confused about him, know that your Lord is
not one-eyed.” (Abu Dawud)

Narrated Imranbn Husayn: The Prophet (SAW) said: “Let him
who hears of th®ajjal (Antichrist) go far from him for | swear by
Allah that a man will come to him thinking he is a believer and
follow him because of confused ideas roused in him by him.” (Abu
Dawud)
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Narrated Hudhaifa: The Prophet (SAW) said abddiDajjal that

he would have water and fire with him: (what would seem to be)
fire, would be cold water and (what would seem to be) water,
would be fire. (Bukhari)

Narrated Anasibn Malik: Allah’s Apostle (SAW) said: “The
Dajjal would be followed by seventy thousand Jews of Isfahan
wearing Persian shawls.” (Muslim)

Narrated Abdullanbn Amr: ... Allah’s Messenger (SAW) said:
“The Dajjal will appear in my Ummah and he will stay (in the
world) for forty [days, months or years]. Allah will then send
Jesus, son of Mary, who will chase him and kill him ... (Muslim)

Al-qunutmeans dedication, submission, surrendering oneself to God. The point of
bringing it at the end of thekr is that at the end of the day, no matter what we
do, we are powerless before God. Our salat, fasting and other awotssbip do

not guarantee Paradise.

Narrated Abdullanbn Mas’'ud: The Messenger of Allah (SAW)
said, “... By the One other than Whom there is no deity, verily one
of you performs the actions of the people of Paradise until there is
but an arm’s length between him and it and that which has been
written overtakes him and so he acts with the actions of the people
of Hellfire and thus enters it; and verily one of you performs the
actions of the people of Hellfire until there is but an arm’stlkeng
between him and it and that which has been written overtakes him
and so he acts with the actions of the people of Paradise and thus
he enters it.” (Bukhari and Muslim)

Therefore, we ought to surrender our affairs to God, tell Him tleahave tried

our best — even though we know that our best is not good enough — yet we seek
His mercy and forgiveness and implore Him to save us from taald
punishment both in this world and the next.
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Translation

The Originator of the heavens and the earth; when He decreaiex, He only
says to it, “Be” and it is. (2:117) It is He who gives life andses death; and
when He decides upon an affair, He says to it, “Be” and it is. (48é8ly, his
Command, when He intends a thing, is to say to it, “Be” and ([8&82) It is He
who has created the heavens and the earth in Truth, and on the Dine (Day
of Resurrection), He will say, “Be” and it shall become ... (6:73@)ely, Our
word unto a thing when we intend it, is to say unto it, “Be” ansl i{16:40) It is
not befitting to (the Majesty of) Allah that He should begebm; Glory be to
Him! When He determines a matter, He only says to it, “Be” and it is. (19185) T
similarity (in the creation) of Jesus before Allah is ltkat of Adam whom He
created from dust, then said to him, “Be” and He was. (3:59) Allahtes what
He wills; when He has decreed something, He says to it, dad’it is. (3:47)
Allah is sufficient for us, and He is the best Disposer of affairs (for usy3B:1

Commentary

Many of us have the belief that the concept of “Be and it is$ imstantaneous as
changing the channel of cable television. Yes, God has the Power,eis ahol
can do that, but in most cases, He does not. He allows things to flbhwe
course, a standard procedure, a predefined order. For instance, aftenah s
relationship, if God wants a child to be produced, “Be and it is” has bee
activated. Yet it takes about nine months for the process to be cedipMdgo, a
farmer who sows his maize seeds will have to wait for thegetminate, grow
and mature before he gets what he desires. This takes two todathisnf God
commands it to “Be and it is”.
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However, there are a few instances in which the result of Bk iais” is
instantaneous. The cooling of fire Ibrahim (AS) was thrown into, semtting a
table spread (with food) requested by Isa (AS), substituting IgA&) with a
ram when he was about to be slaughtered by his father are ax&mples.
Therefore, comparing the former (due procedure) with the lateafistve will
observe that the former is more frequently used by God.

Thus, the logic behind reciting the eight verses of “Be and dtisfie concluding
part of thiszikr is that the reader is imploring God to accept, answer, actadllise
that he has pleaded for with the power of “Be and it is.” Nevedhetane should
note that the interval betweelu’a and the effect of its acceptance being felt is
undefined.

Narrated Abu Hurairah: Allah’s Apostle (SAW) said, “The
invocation of anyone of you is granted (by Allah) if he does not
show impatience by saying: ‘I invoked Allah but my request has
not been granted.” (Bukhari)

Narrated Anas: Allah’s Apostle (SAW) said, “When anyone of you
appeal to Allah for something, he should ask with determination
and should not say, ‘O Allah, if you wish, give me,” for nobody
can force Allah to do something against His Will.” (Bukhari)
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Translation

Praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. (1:2) Alsgsaand
thanks be to Allah, who created the heavens and the earth; and madejextig
the darkness and the light; yet those who disbelieve, reject Faithoth@s as
equal with their Guardian-Lord. (6:1) All praises and thanks be &hAWho has
sent down to his slave (Muhammad) the Book (i.e. Quran), and has notdllowe
placed therein any crookedness. (18:1) And to Him are due all treepraind
thanks in the heavens and the earth, and in the late afternoon and wiay the
begins to decline. (30:18) All praises and thanks be to Allah, to vidtebomgs all
that is in the heavens and on earth; and to Him are dueegirdéiises and thanks
in the Hereafter, and He is the All-Wise, the All-Awarg4:() All praises and
thanks be to Allah, who created (out of nothing) the heavens andrtihe \who
made the angels to be messengers with wings - two or ¢hrfeeir; He adds to
creation as He pleases, for Allah is Able to do all thing5:1) Then, all the
praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the heavens and the Lbwel exdrth,
and the Lord of all the worlds. And to Him belongs the Majesty alwlyG
throughout the heavens and the earth, and He is the All-Mighty, th&/iad.
(45:36-37)

Praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. The Mosidag the

Most Compassionate. Master of the Day of Judgement. You (Alonajonghip,

and from You (Alone) we seek for help. Guide us to the Straight Path. The Path of
those whom You have bestowed Your Grace, not (the Path) of thoseawho e
Your anger, nor of those who go astray. (1:2-7)

Amen.
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And all praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord and Cherisher of tHdswor
(37:182)

Commentary

Just as theikr was started with praising and thanking God, it is instru¢tvend
it as such. God says:

And He is Allah, there is no god but He; to Him is due all praise, at
the first and at the last ... (28:70)

Having the opportunity to engage aikr is a wonderful favour of God. A lot of
people are hoping and willing to do the same but are not privilegedodile t
health and other factors. Thus, God should be praised and thanked in &dirstua
whether favourable or unfavourable because He is well-Aware ofis/bast for
us at any point in time.

... And it is possible that you dislike a thing which is good for
you, and that you love a thing which is bad for you; Allah Knows
and you do not know. (2:216)

Also, praising and thanking God especially when He blesses ofigatesithe
increase of such blessing.

... If you are thankful, grateful, | will surely give you more (ofyM
Blessings), but if you are thankless, show ingratituddy My
punishment isndeed severe. (14:7)

“Truly” and “indeed” were used at the same time when actuallywaméd have
sufficed — truly My punishment is severe or My punishment is indegdre. For

both to be used in such a manner shows a strong correlation between God’
punishment and being an ingrate e.g. using God’s Blessings like rogadth,
wealth, knowledge and power to disobey Him.

However, such thankfulness should be within the limits of Shari’ah. i$hise
definition of modesty. For example, it is ill-informed for a Muslhnde to wear a
wedding gown. This is common among marriages of the elites. Ihakiswe
want to thank Allah for the wealth, position and opportunity He has given us?
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Narrated Abu Sa’'id Al-Khudri: The Prophet (SAW) said, “You
will certainly follow the ways of those who came before you hand
span by hand span, cubit by cubit, to the extent that if they entered
the hole of a lizard, you will enter it too.” We said, “O Mess#ng

of Allah, (do you mean) the Jews and the Christians?” He said,
“Who else?” (Bukhari and Muslim)

Narrated Abdullaibn Umar: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said,
“Whoever imitates a people is one of them.” (Abu Dawud)

CONCLUSION
By Muhammad Sa'’idu Jimada
Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds.

Now that you have gone through the rendering of the booklet whiclps&rates
praises of Allah, invocations and asking for Peace and Blessimgsdranted the
best model for mankind, what shade of needs, wants and fancies haweno
accommodated?

Now that you have gone through the enlightenment on the content lmddkket,
what further clarity will be immediately necessary?

The MEANINGS should now serve as the basis to Fear Allah, gikien
Environment we are in and resort to Allah as the best path to ovweroam
challenges. This will strengthen our faith, by knowledge.

To support this fear, we will need to submit constantly in alleetspto Allah, to
be Clean. And this entails keeping within permissible limits. A% who have
choices, this amounts to restraint from both minor and major ewds as we
hasten on doing the right things in good time and as enjoined.

Allah is with those who restrain themselves and those who do good. (16:128)
Allah is the Protector of the righteous. (45:19)

As we act right with good intent and pray, to the best of ourtiakiliwe shall
meet the favourable promise of Allah.
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O ye who believe! If ye fear Allah, He will grant you a eribn (to judge
between right and wrong), remove from you (all) evil (that malcaffou), and
forgive you: for Allah is the Lord of grace unbounded. (8:29)

To be sure, you are personally the first relevant target. Andaheourse, your
family members. If every shepherd will save himself and hispsfreen the Fire,
all believers will be far away from the Fire. Thus, the nibeeactive members in
a family and the community of believers, the better, the gaorNO one has the
misfortune to be subjected to your way of life by force just @ ®NE has the
right to impose on you his way of life or deny you to choose your oam w
PROVIDED you do not encroach into his.

For those who fear Allah, He will make their Path easy. (65:4)

And for those who fear Allah, He (ever) prepares a way out. Andréledes for
him from (sources) he never could imagine. (65:2-3)

Bissalam.
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